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PROPOSED ABOLITION 
OF SLAVERY IN PORTO RICO. 


TWELVE months have passed away since 
the delegates from Porto Rico presented a 
memorial to His Majesty King Amadeus, 
praying for the immediate and total aboli- 
tion of slavery in that Island, but nothing 
effectual has yet been done to! carry out the 
excellent object of the memorialists. 

It is a strange thing in the history of 
the Anti-Slavery cause thata colony should 
desire to part with slavery, and the Home 
Government be determined to retain it. 

But Spain is the country for strange 
things, which things, however, have a cause, 
and we apprehend in the present instance | 
the cause will be found in the fact that 
bribery, unexampled in extent, is con- 
stantly at work corrupting the press and 





Cortes, and reaching, in some instances, 
to the most prominent public characters. | 





But the resources of the pro-slavery party 
are enormous, and they have recently been 
turned into a new channel. Not content 
with corrupting the educated classes, in 
order to divert the attention from Cuba 
and Porto Rico, they have recently been’ 
employed in creating an insurrection among 
the most ignorant vortion of the population 
of Madrid, in which i it is said about twenty 
people lost. their lives, and many more 
were wounded. 

The victims, and those taken prisoners, 
are descibed as “ clothed i in rags, but their 
pockets full of money.” 

The cry was “down with the fillibusters’ 
Government—death to the fillibusters,” this 
being the term employed by the pro- 
slavery party to designate the advocates of 
liberty and justice. ‘We are glad, however, 
now to be able to state that ‘Seiior Zorilla, 
the chief of the present Cabinet has an- 
nounced his intention immed 
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forward a measure for the total abolition of 
slavery in Porto Rico, and that he is fully 
su gia by His Majesty the King. 


e trust, therefore, that the present | 


Y 


Spanish ¢ 
support of all right-minded people. This 
they will certainly greatly need, as a Pro- 
Slavery League has just been formed in 
Madrid, to which the leaders of all political 
parties have given their adhesion. 

Among these are said to be comprised, 
Serrano, Topete, Sagasta and Ayala, al- 
though each at one time or other has 
professed himself opposed to slavery. Itisa 
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fovernment will have the cordial | 


satisfaction to usto know that ourown repre- | 
' Chambers and to Foreign Cabinets, is not 


sentative in Madrid is at length showing a 


little more interest in the question than he | yet introduced or promulgated. 


has been wont to do. 
We trust he will be supported in this, 


and that our Government will issue pro- | 
_ gency has in its principal articles, been 


per instructions on the subject. 

We regret to say that within the last 
few months circumstances have occurred in 
this country calculated to create an appre- 


hension that some portion of the gold of the | 


slaveholders has found its way to London. 
The subject is at once painful and huni- 

liating, and we shall be glad not to have 

occasion again to repeat the allusion. 





We rejoice that there is just time to an- 
nounce that the Bill prepared by Govern- 


ment for the abolition of slavery in Porto | 


Rico was presented to Congress, and read a_| 


first time on the evening of December 24. 


Section 1 provides that slavery is totally | 


and for ever abolished in Porto Rico. The 
slaves become free at the expiration of four 
months after the publication of the present 
law in the Official Gazette of Porto Rico. 
Section 2 provides that owners of eman- 
cipated slaves shall be indemnified within 
the period mentioned in the preceding 
section. Section 3 provides that the amcunt 
of such indemnity shall be fixed by the 
Government ou the recommendation of a 
Commission composed of the civil governor 
of Porto Rico (who will act as president), 
the Director of the Financial Department 
of Porto Rico, a Judge of the Supreme 
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ADDRESS OF THE SPANISH ABOLI- 
TION SOCIETY TO THE SENATE 
IN MADRID. 

THE undersigned, President, Vice-Pre- 
sident, Secretaries, and Members of the 
Sociedad Abolicionista Espaiiola, approach 
the Senate respectfully, representing :— 

First. That the definite Law of Aboli- 
tion, promised in Moret’s Preparatory Law 
of 4th July, 1870, and which has also been 
repeatedly and solemnly promised by the 
Spanish Government, both before the 


Secondly, That Moret’s Preparatory Law 
of 1870, itself, in spite of professed ur- 


in suspense till the publication, in the 
Gazette of Aug. 19, of the Rules (Reglamento) 
for its working. 

Thirdly, That the Reglamento referred 
to not only omits completely the grave 
matter consulted upon with the Capt.- 
General of Cuba, respecting the fulfilment 
of Article 5 of the said Preparatory Law, 
but by the nature of many of its disposi- 
tions renders necessary another new Re- 
glamento, creating institutions, respecting 
whose significance there cannot be the least 
doubt. 

Fourthly. That the slaves who are free 
by right, through the insurgents having 
renounced dominion over them, and who, 
according to Article 5 of the Law of 1870, 
cannot be held by the State, as it is for- 
bidden to the State to possess slaves, are 
nevertheless retained in slavery. The State 


_ holding them by confiscation, but contrary 


Court of Porto Rico, three persons nomi- | 
nated by the Deputies of Porto Rico, and | 


three persons nominated by five of the 
largest slave-owners in the island. A ma- 
jority of this Commission will give validity 
to its decisions. 

The opposition Conservative press is 


fiercely opposed to the measure, but the © 


Prime Minister, Zorilla, is resolute to carry 
out the plan. The Cortes is adjourned to 
January 15, 1873. 





to law. 

Fifthly. That to the non-fulfilment of 
the Preparatory Law has been added the 
non-fulfilment of the promises made by 
many slave-owners in Cuba, to send to the 
tovernment a project of Abolition, accord- 
ing to official telegrams of the 2nd and 15th 
of July, 1870. 

Sixthly. That there constantly appear in 
the official Gazette of Porto Rico conces- 
sions of freedom made by masters to their 
slaves in that Island. The number of 
slaves existing there in 1868 was 43,361, 
but has now been reduced by voluntary 
manumission to 31,041. 
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Seventhly. That theinsurrection of Cuba 
has produced the dispersion or death of 
two-thirds of the slaves of the Central and 
Eastern Departments of the Island, who in 
1862 amounted to nearly 180,000 persons. 

Eighthly. That, according to official de- 
clarations, the base of the Cuban insurrec- 
tion at present is formed of slaves and 
Chinese vagabonds. 

Considering, therefore,— 

1, That “Slavery is an outrage on human 
nature, and a stain on the only nation in 
the civilised world which retains it,” ac- 
cording to the eloquent and manly declara- 
tion of the Revolutionary Junta of Madrid, 
on the 15th of October, 1868. 

2. That Slavery is utterly incomprehen- 
sible in the dominions of a people who, 
like the Spaniards, procuring for them- 
selves and by themselves the Constitution 
of 1869, have recognised the existence of 
the natural and inherent rights of man. 

3. That as often as our Antilles have 
been consulted on the subject, numerous 
Spaniards there have proposed to the mo- 
ther country the Abolition of Slavery, as 
is proved by the Reports of the Commis- 
sioners of 1866, and the projects presented 
and sustained by the Porto Rico Deputies 
in all the Cortes to which they have been 
called. 

4, That the question of Slavery being a 
question of the Rights of Man, the Minis- 
ters and representatives of the great free 
peoples of the world have protested against 
it, and against the conduct of the Spanish 
Government; and there has at this mo- 
ment been initiated abroad a grand move- 
ment of public opinion against our attitude, 
the results of which we ought to foresee, 
and the disgrace of which we ought not to 
incur, 

5, That the ill-result of the Preparatory 
Law of 1870 does not cause surprise. to 
those who know the history of Emancipa- 
tion, where it has proved that measures of 
that nature have ahvays failed, and the 
Legislators have had to accord new and 
radical ones, like that of immediate Aboli- 
tion, as happened in Jamaica, in St. Thomas, 
in the French Colonies, and as at this mo- 
ment happening in Brazil. 

6. THAT THE ABOLITION OF , SLAVERY 
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AT THIS PRESENT TIME WILL BE A MEASURE 
HIGHLY POLITICAL TO END THE INSURREC- 
TION IN CUBA, WHILE ITS DELAY MAY HELP 
THE RESISTANCE, AS HAPPENED IN 1793 
AND 1804 IN THE ISLAND or Santo Do- 
MINGO. 

THE UNDERSIGNED THEREFORE PRAY THE 
SENATE TO PROCEED TO THE DISCUSSION 
AND VOTATION OF A DEFINITE LAW FOR 
THE IMMEDIATE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN 
CuBA AND Porto Rico, 


FERNANDO DE CASTRO. 
Francisco Pr y MARGALL. 
JoaquIn M. SAnroma. 
GABRIEL RODRIGUEZ. 
RaFrakEt M. pE LABRA. 
EMILIO CASTELAR, 

MANUEL Ruiz DE QUEVEDO. 
FRANcISscO GINER. 
EsTANISLAO FIGUERAS. 
Francisco Diaz QUINTERO. 
JOSE FERNANDO GONZALEZ. 
Luis PApDIAL. 

MANUEL REGIDOR, 

RAFAEL CERVERA., 
Epvuarpo CHAO. 
BERNARDO GARCIA. 

Luis VIDART. 

Nicotas SALMERON. 

FELIX DE Bona, 
Francisco DELGADO Juao. 
JULIO VIZCARRONDO. 
RicarRDo LOPEZ VAZQUEZ. 
F, Facunpo CINtRON. 


Madrid, Sept. 22, 1872. 








THE SPANISH ABOLITION 
SOCIETY, MADRID, 


To His Excettency Senor Don Epv- 
ARDO GASSET Y ARTIME, MINISTER 
oF ULTRAMAR. 


Your ExcreLnency,—The public voice 
has informed the Spanish Abolition So- 
ciety that the Cabinet, of which you form 
apart, has resolved to occupy itself imme- 
diately with the grave question of Slavery 
in our Antilles, with the serious and honest 
proposition to comply with what is con- 
signed termanently in Art. 21 of Moret’s 
Preparatory Law of 1870, at least for the 
island of Porto Rico. 

The Committee of the Society have, in 
the first place, to congratulate your Excel- 
lency warmly for this proposition, especially 
in view of the efforts the pro-Slavists are 
putting forth to violate the sense of the 
said Article 21, under the false pretext 
that the Cortes constituents understood 
that only with the intervention of the 
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Deputies of Cuba would it be possible to 
discuss and vote a Definite Law of Aboli- 
tion. 

The Committee believe it scarcely neces- 
sary to call your Excellency’s attention to 
the energy with which the pro-Slavists to- 
day attempt to tie the hands of the Cortes 
from treating of Slavery in Porto Rico, 
thus admitting that it can perfectly legis- 
late upon Cuba, after having done all they 
possibly could, first to impede and retard 
the publication of the Law of 1870 in the 
Antilles, secondly to keep its principal 
Articles in suspense even after their pro- 
mulgation, under pretext of the want of a 
Reglamento, or Code of Working Rules, 
which, in spite of its character as urgent, 
has been delayed two years and a half. 
Finally, they have presumed to alter the 
title of Preparatory, which was given from 
the very first to the Law of 1870, into that 
of Definitive without adding one jot or one 
tittle to it, while at the same time they 
endeavour to revive the slave-trade under 
the name of importation of free Africans 
into Cuba, and of organising free labour by 
means of vexatious labour register-books 
(libretas or cartillas),so much anathematised 
by the Catalan working men in 1848, and 
moreover sustain and foment the slavish 
traffic and infamous servitude of the 
coolies. 

Respecting one special point, permit the 
Committee to call the attention of your 
Excellency. The press, which attributes 
to the Ministry the intention to realise 
Abolition in Porto Rico, says nothing as to 
the form under which this Abolition is to 
be effected. It has to be indemnified as 

rovided in Article 21 of the Law cited, 
ut is it to be gradual or immediate ? 

The Junta take the liberty of reminding 
your Excellency of the fiasco of all gradual 
abolitions. History records some happ 
instances of the extinction of slavery, suc 
as New York, where it was not a problem 
invested with a social character. But your 
Excellency must remember Jamaica and 
almost all the English Antilles in 1833, 
with their apprenticeship system, and the 
incessant perturbation it produced. Re- 
collect the admirable results of Immediate 


- Abolition in Chili in 1823, Mexico 1837, 


Santo Domingo 1793, Guatemala 1821, 
Peru 1854, Antigua 1834, San Thomas 
1848, and even in the United States in 
1865, in spite of the most unfavourable 
conditions to which the war had reduced 
that country. Your Excellency should not 
forget that wherever gradual abolition has 
been attempted, or immediate abolition re- 
tarded, complications, obstacles and disasters 
have arisen, which only ¢mmediate abolition 
has been able to remedy. The proof of 
this is in the French and Dutch Colonies 
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in 1848, and the British in 1638, It is 
necessary that the men who are to-day 
disposed to take on themselves the grave 
responsibility of a Law of Abolition for 
Porto Rico should consider well the cir- 
cumstances. 

The lesser Antilla is not at present 
en Possibly this is not much due 
to what the pro-slavery papers every day 
propagate, with perverse intent. The in- 

uietude of Porto Rico proceeds from three 
things. First, the impossibility of re- 
taining the statu-quo colanaed on the basis 
of the Leyes de Indias, the Absolution 
Decrees of 1823, the Leyes de Partida, and 
the Slave Laws of halfacentury ago. This 
cannot be realised in free America, on the 
eve of the 20th century, and when the 
irrepressible law of time has given Porto 
Rico a representation in the Spanish Cortes, 
born of the Revolution of 1868, and full of 
the spirit of Democracy. 

Secondly, the influence of Moret’s Law 
of 1870, which implicitly recognises that 
slavery is a crime, as man by his very 
nature is free, 

Thirdly, the advent of the Radical party 
to power. This party has sought the sup- 
port of the Porto Rico electors with the 
flag of “ Political Reforms and Abolition 
of Slavery.” In its behalf three noisy 
battles have been fought in the electoral 
colleges of Porto Rico, and in these there 
have been compromised persons and things 
who believe that if the hour of triumph has 
not come, that of justice has. 

The situation of Porto Rico is like that 
of Guadalupe and Martinique in 1848, and 
San Thomas in 1847. There is no salva- 
tion except by imitating the Governments 
of Copenhagen and Paris, that is to say, 
by decreeing a radical measure. 

The Committee would fail in their duty 
if they did not give to your Excellency the 
voice of alarm as to a probable conflict. 
The pro-Slavists have the double object of 
averting all reforms in Porto Rico, al- 
leging Cuba as a pretext, thus confounding 
both questions, and preventing the Pre- 
sagver J Law of 1870 from being followed 

y a Definitive Law. 

The Government, by adopting the gradual 
system, would, without knowing it, serve 
the interests of the pro-slavery party, and 
be compromising the peace ma the pros- 
perity of Porto Rico. 

Immediate Abolition in Porto Rico can- 
not hurt Cuba. The Radical party has 

ledged its honour to abolish slavery. 

he President of the Ministers, Senor 
Zorilla, has publicly pledged his word to 
abolish slavery in Porto Rico. We refer 
to his Manifesto of 15th Oct., 1871, and his 
speech of 16th Oct., 1872. 

If the immediate emancipation of 30,000 
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negroes in Porto Rico has to cause conflicts 
in Cuba, particularly in the mass of Cuban 
slaves and bozales who live isolated in their 

lantations and four days’ sea voyage at the 
Teast from Porto Rico, an island having no 
political and very little commercial rela- 
tions with Cuba, with how much greater 
reason have we to fear conflicts in Porto 
Rico itself, through contrasts like that of 
the man slave free and the wife a slave, 
and of the happy and privileged classes 
who are free while multitudes of others 
continue in slavery ? 

Sefior, the situation is grave and the re- 
sponsibility terrible. The glory therefore 
is immense. Forward! On the Ist of 
January, 1873, let the noble banner of 
Spain float over the beauteous soil of Porto 
Rico, under the brilliant sun of the tropics, 
free, entirely free, for the glory of God and 
the splendour of our country. 

Signed—The Junta Directiva or the 
Sociedad Abolicionista Espafiola :— 

FERNANDO DE CASTRO, 
GABRIEL RoDRIQUEZ, 
RaFAEL M. DE LaBRA, 
Epvuarpo CHAO, 

MANUEL REGIDOR, 

Diaz QUINTERA, 

Junio L. DE VIZCARRONDO. 


Madrid, Nov. 28, 1872. 








DEBATE ON CUBA IN THE 
CORTES. 


SevERAL striking speeches were made 
in the Senate on the 19th of October, in 
considering the Message of King Amadeus, 
which we regret not being able to insert in 
our columns for want of space. 

The following is an extract from the 
eloquent speech of Senator EpuarDo 
Benot, who forcibly maintains that the 
people of Spain are kept in ignorance of 
what passes in her colonies—that she no 
longer rules in Cuba, and that the Spanish 
Government has re-enslaved at least 50,000 
men who had been set at liberty by the 
insurgents, and whom she now works for 
the benefit of the State. 


IGNORANCE IN SPAIN OF CUBA AND 
PORTO RICO. 


“Tf any one is ignorant of what goes on 
in Cuba and Porto Rico, it is the Spanish 
peninsula. And would to God I had to 
struggle against nothing but ignorance on 
colonial questions. But, unfortunately, the 
hard-wrung blood of negroes, in the form of 
golden ingots, has been sent from the 
colonies hither, more to pervert public 
opinion than to obscure the light. What 
have I not to fear when, under the name 





ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 89 


of love for Spain, they send our Captain- 
Generals back to us again ? 


BARBAROUS TREATMENT OF STUDENTS 
IN HAVANA. 


Spain does not govern in Cuba, for if she 
did she would not suffer innocent children 
to be shot down as they have been. Most 
of you, my lords, are fathers. Figure to 
> in your mind’s eye, your sons 

eing absent from the University of Ha- 
vana, in consequence of the absence of a 
rere going in a spirit of boyish light- 

eartedness to a neighbouring cemetery to 
play. Imagine that for this irreverence, 
and a certain want of confidence that existed 
in the authorities (which I now purposel 
pass over), a ferocious and riotous mo 
taking your sons prisoners, subjecting them 
to a council of war, accusing them falsely 
of injuring the tombs, whose glass fronts 
still remain intact ! 


ACQUITTED, YET TRIED AGAIN. 


Imagine, again, the council of war ac- 
quitting them, and this savage rabble, 
worked up to a pitch of paroxysm at 
human blood being denied them, sub- 
jecting your innocent sons, after they 
had been acquitted (conceive this, if 
you can, my lords), subjecting them, 
after a sentence of acquittal, to another 
council of war; and there, at the point 
of the bayonet and under the fears in- 
spired by the howls of these bloodthirsty 
hyenas, there condemning eight of your 
sons to death and the rest to the common 
gaol. Authorities in the Havana have 
ceased to exist since the rising has thrown 
into prison those that were, and thousands 
upon thousands of fierce, lawless men, with 
the dire ferocity necessary to murder your 
sons, present, indeed, a fearful picture ; 
but you can hardly even yet form a just 
idea of this savage scene. 


LOTS DRAWN TO DETERMINE WHICH EIGHT 
OF THE FORTY-FOUR SHOULD BE SHOT. 


The children numbered forty-four, and 
the second council of war ordered them 
to draw lots who should die; amongst 
the others, it fell to the lot of two 
brothers, and the stony hearts of the 
judges even thinking it hard to deprive 
a father at one blow of both of his sons, 
pardoned one of them, but in order 
that the arithmetical operation should re- 
main correct, and the due number of 
victims be retained, they substituted for 
the pardoned boy another, because he 
happened to be somewhat older than the 
rest, without seeing or caring that they 
were breaking the heart of another father 
by murdering his innocent son—so innocent, 
indeed, that he had not even been in Havana 
on the day of the alleged demolition of the 
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tombs. What should you say of upright 
senators who have grown grey in the ad- 
ministration of justice, if one of your sons 
had been condemned to death and shot 
like a dog for the fearful crime of being a 
little older than his unfortunate com- 
panions ? 
THE CRIME YET UNPUNISHED. 

This crime, then, incredible as it is, 
and unexampled in the annals of history, 
remains still unpunished, as_ Seiior 
Diaz QuintEeRO has informed us in a 
former sitting. And yet the Government 
tells us that crime is proscribed; and 
this, known to the whole world! Would 
to God that the bitter tale were hidden 
from all the nations of the earth! I 
assure you, my lords, that I enter on the 
discussion of the colonial question with 
fear, for it horrifies me to have to pick my 
way over governmental robberies, juridical 
murders, and the usurpation of parliamen- 
tary powers. A few years agoI knew little or 
nothing of colonial questions. I was aware 
only that in the colonies slavery flourished, 
and the generous spirit of this age made 
me abhor and curse our infamous colonial 
system. But the minority of the Consti- 
tuent Cortes allotted to me the special 
study of the Cuban and Porto Rican esti- 
mates, and I then saw that Spain sustained 
in the Antilles a shameful crime that per- 
vades everything, corrupts everything, ex- 
ercises over everything a deadly influence, 
and dishonours us throughout civilisation, 


SEQUESTRATION OF PROPERTY ILLEGAL, 
YET EFFECTED. 


If the aspirations of the Cubans in 1867 
were legitimate, and their complaints well 
founded, as General Serrano declared in 
this house; if the Council of State de- 
clared, as it did, that no resolution could 
be adopted as to embargoes and confisca- 
tions, since no law existed toauthorise them ; 
if Seftor Moret, when Colonial Minis- 
ter, declared, as he did, that the embargoes 
would never be altered to confiscations, for 
no Minister in Spain would dare to propose 
such a measure to the Cortes, who would 
never sanction it ; if Sefior SaGasta, when 
Foreign Minister, declared in a note to the 
United States that no law existed in Spain 
which authorised the sequestration of pro- 
perty, how is itthat Sehor GasseTy ARTIME, 
a much more liberal Minister, has ventured 
to do what no other Spanish Minister has 
dared? How has he presumed to legis- 
late in a matter in which the fundamental 
law was wanting, thus usurping the attri- 
butes of the Cortes? Howis it that he has 
presumed to dispose of the deposits? Where 
are they, and how have they been swallowed? 
How is it, again, that estates which previous 
to the revolution yielded 500,000 dollars, 
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now in the hands of the nation, only furnish 
20,000 dols.? Where are the 105 millions 
of dollars, to which the total confiscations 
to this date have amounted? One hun- 
dred and five million dollars, which, I 
blush to say, produce to Spain less than a 
half per cent.! A hundred and five mil- 
lion dollars, that, put side by side, would 
make a silver circle round the whole 
Peninsula! What hungry maw _ has 
swallowed these millions ? 


THE BLACK QUESTION. 


I now enter into the black question. 
Spain has reserved to herself the sad 
rivilege of upholding slavery; but the 
act is, my lords, that ever since April, 
1869, the insurrectionists have made a 
Constitution, and in one of its articles is 
decreed the immediate abolition of slavery. 


THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT RE-ENSLAVE 
FIFTY THOUSAND FREED MEN, 


The insurrectionists, from the very fact of 
being so, have let their slaves free ; but the 
Government, in virtue of the extraordinary 
proceeding of appropriation, has been con- 
verting these freedmen into slaves, and 
their number has already reached the re- 
spectable total of 50,000 men or more. 

hat, then, does the Government intend 
to do with these 50,000 slaves, and why 
does Spain keep free men in slavery, thus 
making slaves of men that are free, stead 
of giving freedom to slaves ? 

There is no possible way of escape from 
Article 5 of the Preparatory Act for the 
abolition of slavery carried by Senor 
Moret through the Constituent Cortes. 
The article admits of no doubt, and 
declares that all slaves who from any cause 
belong to the State shall be free. Now, 
gentlemen of the Government, gentlemen 
of the Radical party, answer me, in the 
name of humanity, since you cannot escape 
from the dilemma; the slaves either belong 
to the rebels or to the Government. If 
they belong to the rebels they are free, 
and have been so since April, 1869 ; and 
if they belong to Spain, they obtained 
their manumission in i uly, 1870, in virtue 
of the Act I have quoted. What does the 
noble Spanish Abolitionist Society say to 
this? QO! gentlemen, a fact like this can- 
not be discussed, but demands a thousand 
tongues to proclaim it aloud, every instant, 
through the length and breadth of our land. 
The Spanish Abolitionist Society is right 
in its plea. If the backbone of the rebel- 
lion is, as we are told, the negroes and 
fugitive Chinese, how can it be hoped that 
their men, now in the enjoyment of liberty, 
will willingly return to the estates and 
bend their backs once more for the knout 
of the slave-driver? Is it not rather to be 
feared that there will sweep down upon us, 
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with the rapidity and violence of the 


tropical hurricane, a fearful hour of catas- 


trophe never to be remedied? And yet 
the Colonial Minister told us last session 
that he did not think of abolishing slavery! 


MORET’S 1870 LAW MAKES SLAVERY MORE 
GALLING. 


Formerly parents could purchase the 
manumission of an unborn child for 25 dols., 
and for double that sum could emancipate- 
a child under the age of one year: this 
right is now denied them, and they are 
subjected to a servitude which is an oppro- 
brious aggravation of the old slavery. 
Formerly females of 12 and males of 14 
could contract marriage by permission of 
their owners; this they are not now 
allowed to do under the ages of 14 and 18 
respectively, in violation of the law on 
civil marriages. Formerly the master had 
no claim on the freedmen except to 100 
gold maravedis on his death, and to some 
assistance in case of indigence on the part 
of the master; but now the latter can 
speculate or do as he likes with all the 
earnings of a freedman until he reaches his 
eighteenth year, and a half of his earnings 
until he arrives at the age of twenty-two. 
Formerly the guardianship of children 
belonged to the parents, now it belongs to 
the slave-owner. Formerly the owner of 
slaves born since 1817, the year when the 
treaty was signed with England, was at 
any time exposed to the intervention of a 
humane authority, which might say, “ Set 
that negro at liberty, pay the labourer his 
hire, and recompense him and his children 
for the harm you have done them in de- 
priving them of their freedom, whilst you 
answer for your crime as a pirate and a 
slaver ;” the slave-owner of to-day can 
tranquilly live on the toil of his negroes, 
in virtue of a Spanish Act organising 
slavery—a law organising crime. 


THE CHINESE COOLIES—BONDMEN. 


I hardly know whether I need go into 
the question of Asiatics in Cuba, since no 
one is ignorant of the sort of treatment 
they receive. They are looked upon not 
as colonists, but bondmen, and it is only too 
notorious that the most iniquitous means 
are employed to make the coolies re-engage 
when their time expires. All this is well 
known, and, although I shudder to think it 
true, I see it treated as such by all the 
foreign, and part of the Spanish press. 
Sinister rumours come of rapid fortunes 
made by the sole means of incarcerating 
the unfortunate coolies in prison, by virtue 
of secret orders, and only releasing them 
when they purchase their certificates for 6 
or 8 ounces of gold (twenty-seven pounds). 
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Spain must lose all—all without exception, 
if we continue blindly, obstinately, to tread 
the unhappy course we are following.” 











THE SLAVE-TRADE PAPERS. 


THE Slave-trade Papers presented to 
Parliament in 1872, though few in num- 
ber, have been published very late this year. 
‘They consist of two Blue-books. Class A 
contains correspondence from December 
23rd, 1870, to November 3rd, 1871, re- 
specting slavery in the Spanish Colonies. 
Class B embraces correspondence with 
British representatives and agents abroad, 
chiefly bearing on the Zanzibar Slave- 
trade. We hoped to give full extracts 
from both of these small volumes, but 
in consequence of the press of other 
matter, can in this number insert only 
the dispatches from Consul-General Dun- 
ce and Acting Consul-General Crawford— 
which show in some measure the pre- 
sent state of slavery in Cuba. Comments 
on some of Mr. Layard’s communications 
will be found in another part of The 
Anti-Slavery Reporter. 


CUBA. 


Consul-General Dunlop to Earl Granville.— 
(Received January 28.) 


(Extract.) Havana, January 16, 1871. 


In 1869-70, the approximate value of the 
sugar crop of Cuba, exported from the island, 
was £14,000,000 sterling. The crop just at 
present being taken off, and being now manu- 
factured for exportation (called the crop of 
1870-71), is estimated to be worth from 
£11,000,000 to £12,000,000 sterling, the 
former crop having been about the largest 
ever made in Cuba, and the most valuable. 


NUMBER OF SLAVES IN CUBA. 


There are at present, in round numbers, about 
350,000 negro slaves in Cuba, a considerable 
proportion of whom are African born, imported 
during the last thirty years—deducting from 
this the aged negroes, children, and those em- 
ployed in domestic and other servitude, there 
may be rather more than 200,000 active, able- 
bodied ‘“ estates’ slaves” occupied in the 
cultivation of sugar, tobacco, &c., and, in ad- 
dition, there are similarly employed about 
50,000 to 60,000 Chinese, who are, whilst 
under bond of labour, to all intents and pur- 
poses “ slaves.” 

ESTATES SHORT-HANDED. 

Compared with other sugar-growing colonies, 
such as Demerara, Jamaica, and Barbadoes, 
&c., the amount of sugar produced in Cuba by 
slave labour is enormous, indeed wonderful. 
Before “ emancipation” in Jamaica, for in- 
stance, an estate producing about 560 hLhds. of 
sugar, generally had on it from 400 to 500 
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slaves. One estate here, near Matanzas, is | generally placed in a grove of cocoa-nut and 


expected to export this year about 6,000 boxes 
of sugar, or equal to about 1,500 hhds. 
Long ago in Jamaica such an estate would 
have been worked by probably 900 to 1,000 
negroes, not one of whom was ever over- 
tasked; but it (the said Cuban estate) had 
only 250 slaves, including the Chinese, and 
this was here a normal quantity. The natural 
consequence of this state of affuirs is, that 
every estate in Cuba is short-handed, any 
diminution of labour is an immediate loss to 
the planter, and all the slaves employed in 
estates’ labour are, some more and some less, 
over-worked. 

The machinery and engines on the Cuban 
estates are generally of an expensive and su- 
perior character. On some the “ works” 
could not, with machinery, have cost less than 
from £25,000 to £30,000 sterling, on one 
estate £40,000 sterling. Thus, immense capital 
is invested solely in the “ manufacture ;” and 
sugar, far superior in quality to the “ musco- 
vado”’ of Jamaica and Demerara, is made 
here on the estates themselves. On some 
lands steam ploughs are also in use, and every- 
thing has been done, at vast cost, to supersede 
or supplement manual] labour. But with all 
this there is naturally an increasing dearth of 
negro workmen. The owner of an active 
strong slave can at present let him out at field 
labour for from £4 to £5 sterling per month, 
which is readily paid to the owner, the slave 
being fed, clothed, and receiving medical 
attendance at the cost of the temporary em- 
ployer, who is bound to take no more work 
out of him than out of his own slaves, and to 
treat him like them. 

Ever since slave-trading has been seriously 
interfered with, the field-negro has been di- 
minishing in numbers over the whole of Cuba. 
They are not encouraged to contract regular 
marriages, lead irregular social lives, and are, 
as beforesaid, generally over-worked. I do 
not mean by this that they are always treated 
with wanton cruelty. During my two years’ 
residence in Cuba I have never seen a negro 
slave receive a buffet or a blow, and they often 
deserve it; fur an insolent, sulky, obstinate, 
healthy negro is as provoking and cross-tem- 
pered as a wicked, wilful, disobedient school- 
boy, or a refractory mule, 


SLAVES OVER-WORKED, 


But the estate-slave in this island is called 
to his work at 6 o’clock in the morning (or 
earlier during crop-time), and labours in a 
kind of slow way, with little intermission, up 
to 6, 7, and with moonlight, 8, and even 9 at 
night; this I have seen repeatedly, and it is 
painful and melancholy to witness,—for the 
negro in Cuba rarely seems to work “ with a 
will” (as he used to do in Jamaica, &c.), and 
in the end I believe he does less work, and 
ages rapidly. 

Another “system” regarding the slaves 
here hs struck me. In Jamaica long ago the 
negro slaves resided in villages not far from 
the estates’ buildings. These villages were 
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other fruit-trees ; each hut was well thatched 
and hada small enclosed garden ; there was 
often a stream of good water hard by, and the: 
negroes were obliged to keep their cottages. 
and inclosures neat and clean, There they 
raised some vegetables, herbs, fruit, and poul- 
try for sale or for their own use. These 
negro villages were often pretty and pictur- 
esque. At some distance and generally on 
some upland the negroes had also their ‘‘ pro- 
vision grounds,” where plantains, yams, and 
other nourishing vegetables were grown in 
abundance, on a larger scale, all for their own 
use; they worked these “ grounds” themselves, 
and thus, besides being “ field-hands,” who 
understood something of sugar-culture, &c., 
as far as their limited intelligence served, they 
were, in some degree, gardeners and poulterers ; 
and when ‘‘freedom” came were nearly in- 
dependent of want; and then also they were 
(after emancipation) permitted to remain in 
their villages and work their “grounds” on 
paying a small rent to the proprietor. It is 
also to be remarked that almost all the British 
negroes were, at the time of the abolition of 
slavery, creole-born, far superior to the im- 
ported African savage, fresh from his native 
wilds, 


SLAVES PRISONERS AT NIGHT AND TOILERS 
BY DAY. 


In Cuba every estate slave is not only a 
mere toiler, always under the orders or “ sur- 
veillance” of an overseer, but he is a prisoner 
too. ‘The whole working-gang on a Cuban 
estate are locked up in an immense “ barra- 
coon” every night when their labour is over, 
and not let out till the bell rings for work at 
sunrise; such has always been the Spanish 
“ system” here. These creatures are there- 
fore in general ignorant of any work in which 
they are not directed. The “ barracoons” 
are large strong buildings, often not uncom- 
fortable, and are dry, with good roofs; but 
they are, in reality, “prisons.” The Cuban 
negro is well fed, but is untaught in acting for 
himself; he is on “ estates” a mere ‘ hewer 
of wood and drawer of water,” and nothing 
more, every day of his weary life; he is ill- 
prepared for freedom in Cuba, unlike the 
negro in the British and French Colonies, and 
in the Southern States of America (I have 
never visited Brazil, and cannot speak of that 
country from personal experience). 

Such is the result of the whole routine and 
“system”? pursued by the Spanish planter, 
for the last four generations, all with the 
sanction of the Madrid Government, from 
time to time. 


ESTATES GENERALLY IN DEBT. 


Almost all the sugar-planters in Cuba are 
more or less in debt in Havana and other 
out-ports; although they may have large in- 
comes when the crops are good, and may have 
investments abroad out of the island. I ques- 
tion if there be thirty large sugar estates in 
the island quite unburdened, and perfectly 
clear of temporary claims or of mortgages 
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The planters generally pledge or sell their crop 
before it is made into sugar, and obtain ad- 
vances, for convenience, from the merchants 
and dealers, or from American purchasers; 
New York being a principal market for Cuban 
sugar. For these advances they pay interest 
at about from 8 to 12 per cent. per annum. 

Thus, to avoid pecuniary difficulties, and 
deliver as much sugar as possible, the estate- 
negro, is, day after day, too loug at work; and 
in consequence of the “hand to mouth” sys- 
tem, and from the penny-wisdom caused by 
the continually struggling with direct or indi- 
rect embarrassments, the Cuban planters are 
induced to be improvident, and to regard only 
“to-day” as it comes—thinking little of “ to- 
morrow” in respect of their slaves. If they 
obtain a fine crop for a few years they become 
rich, and spend large sums of money on their 
estates, or on their living, and on their fami- 
lies; if not, they are ever on the verge of 
bankruptcy, are pinched, and their estates and 
their negroes suffer. 

In comparing the English and French plan 
of sugar-cultivation with that pursued here, 
some other differences strike the on-looker. 
In Jamaica, in former days, every available 
ripe cane on an estate was carefully cut, and 
taken to the sugar-mill as quickly as possible. 
This was easily accomplished with the large 
labour-gangs on these estates. 


CROPS WASTED. 


Here, from the want of labour and field- 
hands, the whole crop on an estate is rarely 
got in when ripe. They have always more 
canes growing than they can conveniently cut 
and carry, and those left remain on the ground 
till the next crop, thereby deteriorating. I 
have been surprised to see, on some estates, 
hundreds of acres of ripe canes standing after 
the year’s grinding was over. The Cuban soil 
is fertile, and not difficult to labour—in many 
districts well suited for ploughing, and, on 
the whole, the cane-fields are tolerably well 
prepared for planting. The canes, whilst 
growing, are not so well tended as was the 
case in Jamaica. They were carefully 
“‘trashed,” i.e. the lower leaves of the cane 
were, from time to time, plucked off, during 
the ripening, and laid on the ground as a top- 
dressing; air was thus permitted to circu- 
late around the cane, the decaying leaves 
warmed the soil, and encouraged the roots, 
thus increasing the juice. 

I did not see on any estate here the canes 
properly “trashed;’’ they are, besides, in- 
ferior in quality to the old “Bourbon” cane, 
grown in Jamaica and our other colonies. 


THE MANUFACTURE OF SUGAR GOOD. 


But, as I have before explained, the manu- 
facture of the cane-juice into sugar, is, in Cuba, 
singularly well performed. They have excel- 
lent machines for boiling “ in vacuo,” and their 
utensils, and the process of using them, are 
almost identical with the first-class beet-root 
sugar-refining establishments in Germany and 
Belgium. An economical question might arise, 
whether or not this custom of refining sugar 
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on the spot, with costly machinery, aud with 
scant and dear labour, is the best way of 
turning a sugar-estate in Cuba to most profit- 
able account. 

But the “system ” has been almost univer- 
sally adopted, and has taken root; and till 
very lately, the planter expected that slavery 
would remain little disturbed, least of all by 
Madrid. He made his arrangements on this 
fond expectation, the machinery was bought 
and placed, and perhaps now, since it is there, 
he is better to go on with it than throw it 
away. 

CHINESE LABOUR NOT A SUCCESS. 


Chinese labour has not been altogether a 
success in Cuba. On some small sugar estates, 
and among the tobacco-fields, the Chinese 
coolie does well enough ; but he cannot work 
so hard as the negro, nor indeed as the Indian 
coolie used to work on Jamaica estates. Most 
of the Chinese brought to Cuba are of the 
lowest and feeblest type of inferior South 
Chinese coolies, such as swarm about Macao, 
Batavia, and Singapore, &c., and they are 
rarely of sinewy frame, nor much physical 
strength; nor have they the endurance of the 
Indian coolie. 

It is, therefore, evident that unless in some 
way large bodies of additional labour hands 
be imported into Cuba, the island must, ere 
long, cease to export sugar, as hitherto, in 
enormous quantities. The negroes are fast 
diminishing, and indeed never did increase in 
Cuba, except by importation in “slavers” 
from Africa, which is happily becoming each 
year more and more rare. 


RECENT LEGISLATION PREJUDICIAL TO OLD 
SLAVES. 


The effect of the recent regulation, freeing 
the negro of 60 years of age, will bring num- 
bers of these poor decrepit creatures, as it 
were, “on the parish.’ They will become 
certainly “ free,” as having no master or owner, 
but also, in most instances, vagabond paupers 
and beggars. They will not be so well taken 
care of, in the way that suits them at their 
age, as when under an owner, who fed and 
housed them, and got a little dawdling work 
out of them, such as they could accomplish. 
I think the principle of freeing any slave, of 
whatever age, a step in the right direction, 
but here the aged negro-slave of 60, or more, 
will scarcely ever really benefit by his personal 
freedom, because of the “ system”’ under which 
he has grown old. 

Long ago, during a five years’ residence in 
our West India islands, I visited Cuba (in 1841 
and in 1843), and find that the mass of estates’ 
negroes, from the age of 16 to 60, are to-day 
much in the same condition of ignorance and of 
“treatment ”’ as then ; indeed, I have perceived 
little or no difference as regards them. They 
certainly know more, and cannot help learning 
more, than they would have done whilst 
leading the savage and debased existence 
prevalent in Africa, but the normal condition 
of the slave in Cuba is much as it was in 
1841. 
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The Cuban planters quite recognise now the 
probability, almost certainty, of a coming 
abolition of slavery. They make here no 
organised public objection to its eventual 
arrival; but they demand time, and an immi- 
gration of labour hands under Government 
sanction and aid, and also a series of years of 
preparation of a very gradual description. 
“How not to do it!” is their mét d’odre, 
and the Madrid Government will find it difficult 
to press immediate emancipation on Cuba. In 
Puerto Rico it is different, because of the 
comparatively small numbers of slaves remain- 
ing there. 


A THOUSAND DIFFICULTIES ATTENDING CHINESE 
IMMIGRATION. 


The importation of large bodies of Chinese 
(of a class superior to those hitherto brought), 
of coolies from India, of free negroes from 
Africa, and of labourers from Mexico and 
Yucatan, respecting which importations nu- 
merous plans and projects are sometimes 
brought forward and published here, and are 
often favourably commented on, must always 
be surrounded with a thousand difficulties, so 
long as the present negro slaves in Cuba are in 
bondage; nor doI see that this importation 
can be possible on a large and useful scale 
whilst slavery, in any form, exists in the island. 
Were such immigrations permitted on the 
certain condition of full freedom being granted 
to the negro slave, there might be a future 
chance for the Cuban sugar-grower to continue 
the present large value of his exports, which, 
naturally, is his first and great desideratum. 
But such importations would require to be 
carefully watched by the authorities, and 
would (au reste) be expensive to the planter, 
unless the Government helped him by fands 
in some shape—advances, loans, or bounties. 

The planters, almost universally, associate 
the idea of rapid ruin to themselves and their 
estates if the 350,000 slaves now working in 
the island be suddenly emancipated, or, as 
they call it, “licensed not to labour.” What 
with their debts and difficulties, they (the 
planters) declare that any radical or hasty 
change in the present “system” must plunge 
them inevitably deeper into financial troubles. 
They allege that they foresee the coming of 
“ emancipation ” by and by, but that they ought 
to have eight or ten good sugar crops off their 
lands before it does arrive, and after that, as 
regards them, “the deluge!” 

It is always most unquestionably desirable 
for any country to rid itself of negro slavery, 
for the sake both of the whites and the blacks ; 
but, to the planter in Cuba, a question may 
have (perhaps naturally) arisen as to whether 
it ought to be more gradual than immediate. 
Could free labourers be at once largely intro- 
duced, then surely speedy ‘ emancipation” 
would tend to benefit all. 

In conversing yesterday with Captain-General 
Valmaseda, his Excellency expressed himself 
as personally and strongly opposed to any 
long continuance of slavery; but seemed also 
to be aware of the many difficulties attending 
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an immediate emancipation in Cuba ; especially 
whilst an unsubdued “insurrection” against 
Spain goes on in the island. His Excellency 
spoke moderately and sensibly about the whole 
subject. 


THE CONDITION OF THE SLAVE OF 1871 THE 
SAME AS TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO. 


The able-bodied estate slave in Cuba remains 
(I regret to say), in 1871, too much as his 
class was twenty-five years ago; and, looking 
at the subject broadly, and from a humane 
point of view, it seems grievous to reflect that, 
if “emancipation” be put off in Cuba for 
another fifteen, or even ten, years, and should 
the present “system” of estates’ labour be 
persevered in, how few comparatively of these 
unfortunate creatures will then be alive and 
“able-bodied!” The Cuban planters have 
not been encouraged nor taught by Spain to 
make such reflections; and the embargoed and 
confiscated estates (formerly possessed by in- 
surgent Cuban families, and, at this moment, 
worked by, and for the benefit of, the Govern- 
ment, under orders from Spain) are laboured 
by gangs of negro slaves, just now in the same 
way as the private estates are by the slave- 
owners. 





Acting Consul-General Crawford to Earl 
Granville.— (Received August 26.) 

(Extract.) Havana, July 28, 1871. 

With reference to Mr. Dunlop’s dispatch of 
the 8rd of May last, on the subject of the 
emancipados in this island, I have now the 
honour of transmitting herewith a translation 
of the form of agreement under which these 
negroes are being contracted. 


THE NATURE OF THE EMANCIPADOS’ CONTRACT. 


Your lordship will notice that by this con- 
tract the emancipado engages to work for the 
space of six years in domestic, agricultural, 
rural, or industrial labours of any kind, sort, 
or description, and subjects himself, without 
any reserve, to whatever treatment may be 
observed or may be customary at the place 
where he may be employed, and to all rules 
and regulations regarding persons of his 
class. 

His employer is bound to pay him ten dollars 
per month wages, and to furnish him with a 
stipulated amount of food and clothing, besides 
proper medical attendance when sick, no pay 
to be stopped during the first eight days of any 
illness. 


IN APPEARANCE FAIR, BUT REALLY 
OPPRESSIVE. 

Abstractedly considered, the contract seems 
fair enough, and if the emancipado voluntarily 
accepts its conditions, and meets with a kind, 
honest, and humane master, he is certainly far 
better off under this limited freedom than if he 
was left to seek his own livelihood uncondition- 
ally. But when, as it is too much to be feared, 
the emancipado is made to contract himself, 
and falls, as is generally the case, into the 
hands of a hard master, his lot under this 
forced agreement becomes pitiable. With the 
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exception of his pay, he is neither more nor 
less than a slave of the worst kind, for he will 
be wrought to death, without the sordid con- 
sideration which even the slave-owner has for 
his own property. 

NUMBER OF EMANCIPADOS, 


The total number of emaucipados called in 
by the Captain-General Caballero de Rodas’ 
edicts was published at 15,519, exclusive 
of those emancipados who might possibly be 
still alive belonging to captures between the 
years of 1829 to 1842, of which no data were 
given. 

By the census of 1862, the number of 
emancipados returned is 4,521, out of 11,590 
acknowledged to have been registered between 
the years 1849 to 1862 inclusive, those imported 
previously being probably considered as dead. 

From 1862 to 1866 there were 3,929 added 
to the list, which, with 4,521 returned by offi- 
cial statistics, make 8,450 emancipados, but 
allowing for mortality at the rate of 5 per cent. 
yearly, and 10 per cent. additional for cholera 
and small-pox, say 3,450, we may reasonably 
calculate at 5,000 the number of emancipados 
now alive in this island. 

It is impossible to get at any correct informa- 
tion on this head, nor do I believe that the 
Government possesses it, for the official returns 
have not yet come in from the country, and 
even if they had there is no reliance whatever 
to be placed on them. 

All those emancipados who were in the re- 
volted districts will probably never be heard of 
again, and of those who have been substituted 
for deceased slaves, few, if any, will ever regain 
their status of emancipados. 


CONTRACTS VARY. 


The contracts referred to in this dispatch 
are not all alike as to time and pay. They vary 
from three to six years, and the wages from 
six to ten dollars a month. All the aged and 
infirm emancipados receive their free papers 
without any delay or trouble, but able-bodied 
hands are more or less constrained to contract 
themselves. 

These contracts, being transferable, are being 
disposed of at a premium of from six to ten 
doubloons, so that they are a matter of specu- 
lation. 


THE LASH STILL IN VOGUE. 


In conclusion, the emancipado has been some- 
what bettered by the Law of the 4th of July, 
1870, but, as shown by these contracts, he is 
really continued in a modified sort of slavery 
for six years longer, and slavery in Cuba is of 
the most degrading character, especially as the 
use of the lash is quite as much in vogue as 
ever it was, in spite of the 21st Article of the 
Law referred to. 





INCLOSURE. 
Emaneipados’ Contract. 


(Translation.) 

Mr. ’ of > 
planter, on one side, and, on the other side, the 
emancipado , being 
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of age, native of Africa, who, through the ex- 
emption which he has obtained from Govern- 
ment, is in a position to hire himself out freely, 
agree as follows :— 

LF, 
under the orders of Mr. . 
or of the person to whom he may transfer this 
contract, which I authorise him to do, in all 
customary tasks here in the country, in town 
or wherever I may be destined, whether in 
private dwellings, establishments of any kind 
of arts or industry, or on sugar, tobacco, or 
coffee plantations, pasturages, cattle or vege- 
table farms, and whatsoever appertains to 
town or country labourers of whatever sort. 

2. The contract will last six years, which will 
begin to count and to run from the day of its 
date. 

3. I subject myself likewise to the order and 
discipline which may be observed in the estab- 
lishment, shop, estate, or private house to which 
I may be destined, subjecting myself forthwith, 
as regards the working hours as well as the 
hours for rest, the discipline, feast days, &c. to 
the order and customs established on the estate 
or at the works, and services upon which I may 
be employed. 

4, I consent to subject myself, during the 
time of my engagement, to all the orders 
and regulations concerning persons of my 
class. 


, engage to work 


I, Mr. 
the following :— 

1. That from the day upon which the six 
years of this contract commence to count, his 
salary of ten dollars per month will run as 
remuneration for his work. 

2. That I shall furnish a daily ration of 
eight ounces of salt meat and two pounds and 
a half of sweet potatoes, or other sound and 
nutritive food. 

3. In case of illness he shall be supplied in 
the infirmary with all the medicines and care 
which his illness and preservation may require, 
no deduction to be made from his salary of ten 
dollars monthly during the first eight days he 
is sick. 

4. Two changes of clothes, a woollen shirt, 
and a blanket shall be given yearly. 

5. Of this contract, two copies of the same 
tenor shall be made, one for each contracting 
party, and it shall be nullif it is not attested 
by competent authority. 

[Place and date. ] 


, bind myself to 





Acting Consul-General Crawford to Earl 
Granville. —(Received November 13.) 


(Extract.) Havana, October 24, 1871. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of Mr. Hammond’s dispatch of the 13th ult., 
inclosing a translation of a letter from General 
Cordoba to Her Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires 
at Madrid, embodying the observations of the 
Captain-General of Cuba upon some of Mr. 
Dunlop’s statements respecting the condition 
and prospects of the negroes called “ emanci- 
pados” in Cuba. 
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FORMER REPORT MADE GENERALLY CORRECT, 


Upon careful revision of my report upon this 
subject, contained in my dispatch of the 28th 
of July last, I do not find anything to rectify, 
neither do I see that General Valmaseda’s 
statements contradict that report, except as 
regards the use of the lash. 

His Excellency cannot answer for the acts 
of the late administration, and, as far as he is 
concerned, I have every reason to believe that 
he has adopted all possible means to prevent 
coercion in the contracts entered into by the 
emancipados; but in the island of Cuba it is 
extremely difficult to guard against abuses, 
especially when it concerns an unfortunate 
class of negroes. The horrible treatment of 
the emancipados forms, indeed, a very dark 
page in the history of this island. 


INJUSTICE TOWARDS EMANCIPADOS. 


Whether the emancipado is allowed to exer- 
cise his own free will in the choice of a master 
or not, does not in any way alter the injustice 
practised towards him in denying him his 
liberty; in binding him to serve for a term of 
years without the certainty of freedom after 
all; and in fixing his wages at a minimum 
rate, in most, and I may venture to say in 
every case, far below the average which is paid 
in this most expensive country. 

A negro who has been a slave and who has 
obtained his free papers is permitted to act as 
any other free person. The emancipado, who 
never knew an owner, cannot unfortunately do 
anything to free himself, and yet he is better 
entitled to freedom, and is certainly quite as 
fit to take care of himself as the former slave. 

No matter the point we start from, or the 
way we look at the subject, the unjust and 
shameful condition of the emancipado stares 
us in the face, and the Spanish Government 
cannot put forward any tangible or honest 
reason for keeping him in an indefinite state of 
servitude. 

THE LASH STILL USED. 


As regards the use of the lash, I beg to 
observe that, although it is abolished by law, 
and although the reports received by the 
Captain-General may incline him to believe 
that the law is complied with, the information 
which reaches me from time to time leads to a 
very different conclusion. 





Acting Consul-General Crawford to Earl 
Granville.—(Received November 28.) 


(Extract.) Havana, Nov. 3, 1871. 
RUMOURS OF SLAVE-TRADE. 


During the period which has elapsed since 
Mr. Dunlop’s report of the 19th of November, 
1870, there has not been any well authenticated 
case of negro slaves having been introduced 
into the island of Cuba from Africa, although, 
as usual, rumours of such importations have 
not been wanting; in fact, five cargoes are 
reported to have been successfully run. More 
or less importance is attached to these rumours, 
according to the credulity of those who listen 
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to them; but I have not yet been able to find 
any person who could give me the least reliable 
information on the subject. 

A considerable local traffic has been carried 
on in embargoed slave property, and in slaves 
who have been withdrawn from the Eastern 
Department, where the insurgents still continue 
to threaten the destruction of the plantations. 
It is very possible, therefore, that the slave- 
traders, who are always on the alert, may have 
availed of this circumstance to introduce 
negroes from the coast of Africa, and the 
opinion prevails that they have done so, and 
are still doing so to some extent. 

The sudden disappearance of a mysterious 
brigantine, or other rigged sailing vessel, 
which was seen near Batabano, on the south 
side of Cuba, and gave rise to some inquiry 
a short time ago, would seem to warrant such 
a belief. 


SLAVE-TRADERS READY TO RENEW THE TRADE. 


The slave-traders have by no means aban- 
doned the idea of renewing their detestable com- 
merce, and it is said that extensive preparations 
are being made for that purpose. 

There never was a time more tempting nor 
more favourable than the present for carrying 
out their schemes, for the demand for labour- 
ing hands here is very great, and to provide 
an adequate and speedy supply there is no 
place more convenient than the coast of Africa 
—no colonist so welcome to the planter as the 
negro slave. 


THE CONDITION OF CHINESE IMMIGRANTS 
TANTAMOUNT TO SLAVERY. 


Chinese immigration, as it is carried on 
here, is so faulty that it can never lead toa 
successful colonisation of Cuba. The mis- 
taken policy of the Government, as exhibited 
in the treatment of these colonists, must end 
in their refusal to come here. The condition 
of obligatory and continuous servitude to which 
they are now subjected, if they desire to remain 
in Cuba after the completion of their primitive 
contract, is tantamount to slavery; and it is 
contrary to common sense to suppose that free 
men will voluntarily submit to it. The Chinese 
emigrant, therefore, to be induced to come 
here, must either do so in a fit of desperation, 
or he must be imposed upon; and a traffic 
which is based upon deceit, and which subjects 
him to life-long drudgery under the worst of 
systems, can scarcely be designated by any 
other name than that of slave-trade. 

It cannot be denied that proper regulations, 
which will prevent vagrancy, and which will 
organise labour, are absolutely necessary in 
Cuba, where there are labourers of distinct 
races and conditions; but these regulations 
should all have a decided tendency towards 
preparing these classes for speedy and complete 
emancipation. 

1870 LAW DOES NOT HASTEN FREEDOM. 

The law of 28th June, 1870, does not hasten 
the freedom of the slaves in this island. It 
virtually postpones emancipation for twenty- 
two years, and, in the meantime, it closes the 
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door to any feasible arrangement for the intro- 
duction of free labourers. 

The Chinese under contract here on the 
plantations are, with perhaps a very few ex- 
ceptions, treated pretty much as slaves; and, 
with the compulsory engagements now before 
them, or the sorry alternative of seeking a 
home elsewhere, there can be no inducement 
for them to come here. 

If they are treated in such a manner, other 
colonists must expect the same, and thus, at the 
very moment when everything should be done 
by the Spanish Government to further free 
emigration to Cuba, it would appear as if no 
means were left untried to render such emigra- 
tion unpalatable and repulsive. 








CUBA. 


DESPERATE EFFORTS OF THE SLAVEHOLDERS 
TO MAINTAIN SLAVERY. 


TuHE following extract of a letter from 
Havana, published in the New York Herald 
of November 20th, 1872, will show what 
efforts the slave power is putting forth to 
maintain slavery in Cuba :— 

“ Havana, November 14th, 1872. 

“The difficulty that Spain has always ex- 
perienced of keeping up the government of 
this island, her most important and lucrative 
dependency, in apparent consonance with the 
policy pursued at home, has been in nowise 
relieved by the present Ministry, composed of 
those who initiated the revolution of Septem- 
ber, 1868. . . . The present Government, like 
former ones, has made a public declaration of 
its intended policy, which has attracted more 
general attention than similar declarations by 
less liberal Ministers. Senor Zorilla, the 
President Minister of the present Spanish 
Cabinet, has formally announced that nothing 
shall be done and no propositions entertained 
for the long-promised reforms; no concessions 
made to the feelings of other nations—which 
means the upholding of slavery — while a 
single insurgent remains in arms in Cuba. 
This, then, is just the declaration that the 
Spanish party in Cuba has long been striving 
to obtain from the representatives of the 
general Government. . . The entire loss 
of the wealth of the Central and Eastern 
Departments is not heeded by these power- 
ful and influential men, who hold their im- 
mense estates secure and productive in the 
western districts. To further their purpose 
and views in regard to the governing of the 
island an insurrection, where 400,000 people 
are dissatisfied, can easily be upheld and fos- 
tered toa certain extent, and kept up for an 
indefinite period, perhaps for ever. 

“The agent of the slaveholding party of the 
island, after having succeeded in effecting the 
the object of his efforts, was afraid of having 
been too liberal with the funds of his friends 
(in spending upwards of 600,000 dollars), 
and telegraphed to the Casino here what he 
had done to ensure success. The prominent 
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leaders of the Casino met in conclave, and 
not only did they approve of Senor Calvo’s 
management, but were indiscreet enough to 
publish in the Havana journals the congratula- 
tory address in reply. In view of this cir- 
cumstance the conviction has forced itself 
upon the minds of many, that so long as 
slavery exists in this island will the insurrec- 
tion last. It is quite an easy matter for those 
interested to keep it up. Four hundred thou- 
sand of the 600,000 white inhabitants of the 
island are dissatisfied with Spanish rule; the 
remaining 200,000 are soi-disant Cuban 
Spaniards. Therefore it is easily seen that 
the leading Spaniards, among the majority 
everywhere, cau always keep up the insurrec- 
tion as it stands at present, in the assurance 
they have received from the Government that 
slavery, with its kindred institution, the coolie 
trade, will be retained in Cuba ‘so long as a 
single armed insurgent remains,’ ” 








PRO-SLAVERY RIOT IN MADRID. 
(From the Echo.) 


“On the night of December 11th, at 
half-past ten, groups suddenly appeared in 
various parts of the city, who commenced 
their operations by firing in the air, after- 
wards attacking the police, some of whom 
fell victims to the ruffians. There was a 
universal panic produced throughout the 
city. The theatres and cafés were imme- 
diately deserted, the shops closed, and 
nought but cries, shouts, and firing heard 
on all sides. The insurgents finally con- 
centrated their forces in the Plazade Anton 
Martin, and there commenced raising bar- 
ricades. Some of them cried ‘ Viva la 
Republica ? and others, ‘Death to the 
enemies of the national integrity! Death 
to the filibusters? General Lavia, at 
the head of a regiment of infantry, charged 
at the bayonet on the rioters, and finally 
drove them out of the Plaza. Other bodies 
of troops attacked them on the other 
streets, and dislodged them from the 
Variedades Theatre, where they had quar- 
tered themselves, and where they had de- 
posited their ammunition. The confusion 
continued in greater or less degree up to 
two o'clock in the morning. There were, in 
all, some ten or twelve killed on both 
sides, many wounded, and a number of 
prisoners taken, well provided with arms 
and ammunition, some of whom, consider- 
ing their appearance, strangely enough, 
were found with large sums of money on 
their persons.” 

It is said the Pro-Slavery Committee 
expended eighteen thousand dollars in 
getting up this riot in order to divert 
attention from Cuba and Porto Rico. 


—— ——e— 
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The Anti-Dlaberp Reporter. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1st, 1873. 





THE Blue-book Class A, containing the 
correspondence on Slavery for 1871, has at 
length made its appearance, but its con- 
tents are now so out of date that they are 
comparatively useless. 

The book is about half the usual size, 
and though the dispatches contain some 
good passages, they are to a considerable 
extent unsatisfactory. The language as 
usual is highly diplomatic, and there is a 
general absence of earnestness or firmness 
of purpose which is calculated in a peculiar 
degree to produce in the minds of the 
Spanish Government the impression that 
it may be allowed to continue its long- 
practised course of delay. 

The demand of the people of Porto 
Rico for the immediate abolition of slavery, 
the fact that large sums of money are sent by 
the Cuban slave-owners to their agents in 
Madrid for the purpose of corrupting the 
Cortes and the press, and various other 
matters alluded to in this little Blue-book, 
have long ago been brought before the 
public in this country through the Anti- 
Slavery Reporter and other organs of the 
press. We propose, therefore, on the pre- 
sent occasion merely to allude to a few 
points on which the statements of the 
Anti-Slavery Committee are disputed by 
the representative of this country in 
Madrid. 

Mr. Layard calls in question the state- 
ments of the Anti-Slavery Society that the 
civil war in Cuba is carried on “ between 
the partisans of slavery and the advocates 
of freedom,” and grounds his opinion on 
certain expressions of our British officials 
in 1869. 

Mr. Layard made some similar state- 
ments on a former occasion, which in our 
opinion were thoroughly refuted. 

But supposing a few isolated passages 
written in 1869 had conveyed a correct 
view of the case, which we by no means 
admit, what have they to do with the 
present aspect of the question ? 


' 
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In the address to Earl Granville, to 
which these remarks apply, we made no 
reference to the various causes in which the 
war originated, but we alluded to it as it 
now exists, and in our opinion it cannot 


' be successfully disputed that the present 





war in Cuba is a struggle between slavery 
and freedom. 

Were this not the case, why should the 
abolition of slavery be now urged in 
Madrid as the only way to bring the war to 
an end ? 

We commend to Mr. Layard’s attention 
the address recently presented to the 
Senate signed by more than twenty emi- 
nent public men in Madrid, which con- 
cludes with these words :—“ That the 
abolition of slavery at this present time 
will be a measure highly political to end 
the insurrection in Cuba, while its delay 
may help the resistance, as happened in 
1793 and 1804 in the Island of Santo 
Domingo. 

“The undersigned therefore pray the 
Senate to proceed to the discussion and 
votation of a definite law for the immediate 
abolition of slavery in Cuba and Porto 
Rico.” 

In further confirmation of our opinions 
as opposed to those of Mr. Layard, we 
quote the following from the speech of the 
President of the United States :— 

“T cannot doubt that the continued 
maintenance of slavery in Cuba is among 
the strongest inducements to the con- 
tinuance of this strife. A terrible wrong is 
the natural cause of a terrible evil. The 
abolition of slavery and the introduction 
of other reforms in the administration of 
Government in Cuba could not fail to ad- 
vance the restoration of peace and order.” 

Mr. Layard also differs from the Com- 
mittee in their estimate of what Her 
Majesty’s Mission in Madrid has done by 
official and private representations, and the 
results, 

Of its private efforts it cannot be sup- 
posed that we know anything, but we do 
know that it refused to present the excel- 
lent and respectful address of the British 
ladies to the Queen, and that on its pre- 
sentation afterwards through another chan- 
nel, the Queen expressed her high appre- 
ciation of it, the great pleasure with which 
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it was received by her, and her desire for 
more information on the subject. 

As to the more public proceedings we 
are well satisfied that the “public itself 
should judge. 

The allusion to important results we 
suppose refers to Seftor Moret’s Act of 1870, 
against which the Anti-Slavery Society 
strongly protested, but which Act at the 
time it was passed received so much quali- 
fied commendation from Mr. Layard. 

In reference to this law, Consul-General 
Crawford in the last dispatch just published 
says :— 

“The law of 28th June, 1870, does not 
hasten the freedom of the slaves in this 
island. It virtually postpones emancipa- 
tion for twenty-two years, and in the mean- 
time it closes the door to any feasible 
arrangement for the introduction of free 
labourers.” 

Within the period alluded to by Mr. 
Layard, there is another circumstance 
which might perhaps be comprehended in 
his idea under the word results. The Cnban 
party has set free some scores of thousands 
of slaves, and the Spanish Government has 
re-enslaved them in direct contravention of 
the law of Spain, and now works them for 
its own profit. 

As Seiior Benot said in the Senate on a 
recent occasion, “Spain has reserved to 
herself the sad privilege of upholding 
slavery, though the insurrectionists in Cuba, 
in April, 1869, made a Constitution, one of 
the Articles of which decreed the imme- 
diate abolition of slavery, and their slaves 


. were accordingly set free.” 


But the Spanish Government has been 
converting these freedmen into slaves, and 
their number has already reached 50,000. 
“Why does Spain make slaves of men that 
are free instead of giving freedom to 
slaves ?” 

It would be a satisfaction to learn that 
this subject has had the attention of Earl 
Granville and Mr. Layard, but we find no 
trace of it in the present volume. 

Whichever way therefore we look, we 
see no ground to call for congratulation. 

We were among those who originally 
hailed Mr. Layard’s appointment—perhaps 
we expected too much, but at present we 
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are obliged to unite in the opinion of the 
African Times, that the appointment of 
Mr. Layard has proved an unfortunate 
circumstance. It will give us real pleasure 
if the future be such as to change our 
opinion. 








ENGLAND AND SLAVERY. 
(From the Madrid paper La Discusion.) 


Nor long ago Mr. Hughes, in the House 
of Commons in England, interpellated the 
British Government on the subject of 
slavery in our Antilles. By reason of this, 
Spaniards who are ignorant of our colonial 
history have expressed surprise at this 
conduct, and have said that our national 
honour is involved in the necessity of our 
despising all foreign suggestions as attacks 
on our independence. 

We hate foreign interventions, the dic- 
tations of other cabinets, to sketch out a 
policy for us, or mix in our internal 
affairs. Independence, the greatest inde- 
pendence, is our maxim, but not on the 
question of slavery. On slavery we have 
a different criterion, and we don’t con- 
sider it an internal question, but a huma- 
nitarian one—a stain on our honour, a 
disgrace to our name, a social iniquity, a 
relic of paganism.’ We consider it a trans- 
cendental problem, which gives to other 
nations the humanitarian right of inter- 
vention. 


THE SLAVE-TRADE TREATIES. 


In the next place we cannot forget that 
we have made certain treaties with 
England, which give to England the right 
to take us to task, and to examine our 
actions. Our independence, therefore, has 
been limited by ourselves, by the condi- 
tions stipulated in the Treaties of 1817 
and 1835, 

Those who know the English only 
superficially, believe them a nation purely 
mercantile. Nothing can be more erro- 
neous. In their grand island, the cradle of 
the political liberty of Europe, all great 
ideas find an echo. England was the first 
to give a rude blow to slavery by abolish- 
ing it in herown Antilles. In her capacity 
as the initiating potentate of Europe she 
made a treaty with Spain in 1817, by 
which the Slave-trade carried on in certain 
parts of Africa should cease from 1820, 
and His Britannic Majesty promised to pay 
to Spain £400,000 as compensation for the 
suppression of that traffic. 

The money was paid, but the traffic con- 
tinued, and England made a fresh treaty 
with us in 1835, which extended its opera- 
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tions to the parts of Africa not covered by 
the first, and stipulated that “the Slave- 
trade should be totally abolished in all 
parts of the world.” 

True it is that the treaties had no refer- 
ence to the slaves then existing in Cuba 
and Porto Rico, but if we had carried out 
those treaties there would not to-day have 
been a single slave in either island. Asin 
Cuba alone we have 400,000 slaves, the 
English have a right to ask accounts of us, 
and to demand to know how it is that, in 
the face of the treaties, the number of 
slaves has augmented so much as to tripli- 
cate the numbers of 1817. 

When we signed those treaties and took 
the £400,000 from the British Government 
we concluded a compact, we made a 
bilateral contract, from which we ought 
never to have departed. The other con- 
tracting party has, therefore, a full right to 
ask us to fulfil our engagements. 


THE “ALMOST CRIMINAL FORBEARANCE” 
OF ENGLAND. 


We have, therefore, no right to complain 
of England’s interference. On the con- 
trary, we ought to thank her for her 
benevolence and her almost criminal 
forbearance. We have violated the treaties, 
we have legalised those violations and 
infractions. Not one of our judges has 
ever had the faithfulness to denounce the 
sales, purchases, and exchanges of negroes 
fresh from Africa. Our Government have 
never forbidden these transactions in the 
name of the violated treaties. 

If we continue postponing our resolution, 
and listening to the interested counsels of 
the slave-owners, the Ultramarine centres, 
and the reactionary pontiffs of Cuba, the 
entire world will have a right to call us 
disloyal, cruel, and impious, reminding 
us of the treaties with England, and of 
humanity outraged by the continuance of 
slavery. 





The above article was fiercely attacked 
by La Politica, a Conservative organ. The 
following is the reply of La Discusion :— 

“A Conservative paper has come out 

rofessedly in defence of Spanish interests 
in America, and of the integrity of our 
territory, which it thinks endangered by 
our article called ‘ England and the Slave 
Question.’ 

“Tt is labour in vain to accuse us of 
being anti-Spanish, and, in place of argu- 
ment, to resort to insult. : 

“‘ Moreover, our affirmations in that article 
remain uncontradicted. Not one of our 
arguments has been met, or even mentioned. 
Is it, or is it not, a fact that the treaties of 
1817 and 1835 still exist? Are they not 
still obligatory ? 
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* Our legislative errors and our indecision 
with regard to our colonies and the slave- 
trade date from 1817, when England felt 
obliged to purchase our humanity for 
£400,000, “a we promised to abolish the 
slave-trade from 1820. We have violated 
that treaty. We have been wanting to our 
honour. We have trampled on our word, 
and to such a point has our discredit arrived 
in this matter that we have been the objects 
of interpellatians in the English Parlia- 
ment! Our only response has been the 
hypocritical law of Moret on abolition—a 
law which, as we have often said, per- 
petuates slavery for twenty years more. To 
such shame has our indecision led us. . . 


THE DEMAND FOR IMMEDIATE ABOLITION 
IN PORTO RICO. 


“We are now showing the same inde- 
cision as regards Porto Rico. That island 
enjoys perfect peace. Its legitimate repre- 
sentatives in the Cortes have repeatedly 
manifested that it desires radical reforms, 
that it detests slavery, that immediate abo- 
lition might be made without perturbation, 
and that these reforms ould destroy the 
separatist spirit and unite the province 
solidly to the nation. 

“The Tiempo now raises the voice of alarm 
that our Radical Government intend to 
abolish slavery, in obedience to the exigen- 
cies of Foreign Powers. No, it is not so ; 
the honour of Spain forbids it. From the 
time we threw down the Bourbon throne, 
there sprung up noble and generous senti- 
ments which impelled us on the road of 
progress without fear. Our abolition socie- 
ties made an energetic propaganda. Our 
eminent Castelar, in a speech which pene- 
trated all the fibres of the people, asked the 
immediate abolition of slavery in our 
Antilles, 

“ The Cortes made what is termed a Pre- 
paratory Law, but under most frivolous 

retexts that law has long lain unfulfilled. 

he time has now come for us to carry out 
our promises, and so obviate the necessity 
of foreign dictation. Our already compro- 
mised honour requires this. 

“Spain has no right to call herself free 
while she preserves slaves in her territory. 
She has no right to consider herself a civi- 
lised nation while she keeps one of her 
richest provinces submitted to a horde of 
reactionaries, who tear up the Constitution 
of 1869 with impunity, and who dispose 
of the lives and the rights of our sons born 
in America as they please. The Radical 
party ought now to vindicate the honour of 
Spain and satisfy the exigencies of justice 
and of liberty.” 


THE REGLAMENTO, 


“In the Reglamento we notice the com- 
plete absence of reference to the liberty of 
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the negroes confiscated from the Cuban in- 
surgents, or, what is the same thing, the 
exact fulfilment of Article 5 of Moret’s 
Law. This omission seems to us one of the 
gravest phases of the question of slavery. 
The Law of Moret was a concession to the 
slave-owning spirit of the intolerant masses 
of owr Antilles. It is of no importance to 
say that the bulk of those masses do not 
possess slaves. Their politics and their 
directing forces all fall within the institu- 
tion of slavery. 

“ Tf it had not been for their Zuluetas and 
Polidos, and in short the whole group of 
great slave-owners, they would never have 
been able to resist the abolition current 
produced by the Revolution of September. 
As to Senor Moret and his law, we do jus- 
tice to his good desires while we admit his 
innocence and his error. It did nothing 
more than create a stumblingblock to the 
efforts of the Abolitionists both in and out 
of Spain, with an apparent concession, 
‘Now we shall have no more slaves, said 
Sefior Moret, and he called his a prepara- 
tory law. But the slave-owners styled it 
an abolition law, and they took pains to 
make it illusory. First, they managed to 
— its fulfilment for over two years. 

hey laughed in the face of the authori- 
ties over some of its articles; as, for ex- 
ample, that relating to the emancipados. 
They had no occasion to suspend that arti- 
cle, but they changed the name of emanci- 
pado for that of contradado, and the negro 
continued as much a slave as before. 

“ And now they have managed to make 
the minister of Ultramar entirely forget the 
slaves belonging to the State! What more 
could Cuban slavery ask? Our readers 
should understand the gravity of this. 
Article 5 of Moret’s law says, ‘All the 
slaves who, from any cause whatever, may 
belong to the State are declared free. 
During the war, amongst the property 
confiscated from the insurgents, are num- 
bers of slaves whom the State has now 
made hers. How is it that they have 
not been instantly freed? What will the 
civilised world say of this! A Christian 
Government, a democratic Government, 
a Government of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, breaking its own laws, and not only 
tolerating slavery, but actually making 
slaves! The silence of the Reglamento on 
this point merits the bitterest censure, and 
the more so as we understand the Captain- 
General of Cuba was consulted on the very 
matter. 


SALE OF SLAVES, AUGUST, 1872. 


“Asa proof of how Moret’s law is fulfilled, 
one of whose articles declares free all slave- 
children born since September, 1868, we 
copy the following advertisement from the 
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Diario de la Marina of Havana, of August 
3, 1872 :— 

“¢ A veritable Sale-—A mulatta woman, 
twenty-two years of age, with her son of 
two years. She is a good sewer, both with 
the needle and with the machine ; capital 
house servant. Humble and without faults. 
Is to be sold through absence of her owner. 
Apply, from ten to four in the afternoon, 
to Messrs. Noriego, Olmo & Co., Calle de 
San Pedro, No. 2. 


RIGHT OF THE SLAVES TO FREEDOM UNDER 
BRITISH TREATY. : 


“ Let us, while we have our pen in hand, 
observe further that there is no slave of 
African importation in our colonies who is 
not free by virtue of the treaties with 
England, which we will prove. Negroes 
have never been imported from Africa 
under five years of age. Very well. From 
1817 to 1872 are fifty-five years. Moret’s 
law declares all slaves free who have 
attained sixty years. Suppose, therefore, 
that the greater part of those imported in 
1817 were only five years old, and even 
suppose not one of them exceeded that 
age, the letter and spirit of the Treaty pro- 
clavms every slave existing in 1872 of African 
wmportation absolutely free. The slaves 
ought to know this, and the Government 
ought not to forget it, when, in resolving 
the slavery question, they are confronted 
with a demand for indemnisation on the 
part of the so-called owners of these slaves. 

“The unhappy beings who have been 
comdemned to labour without recompense 
for fifty-five years, and who carry the 
brand of slavery on their brow and the 
marks of the lash on their backs, are those 
who have a right to be indemnified by 
those who in bad faith reduced them to 
that condition, or by the Governments 
who, in consenting to it, violated their 
solemn compacts with England.” 








THE NEW SPANISH LOAN. 
(From the Money Market Weekly Circular.) 


Tue Spanish nation is engaged in thrusting 
on the Island of Cuba, a Middle Age rule, 
hateful to the natives, both of Spanish and 
African descent, a costly and a ruinous course, 
as cruel as it is inexpedient, to forward which, 
that country comes to a nation for money now 
engaged in suppressing the very slavery in the 
East which Spain is upholding in the West. 
Those who lend will probably have cause 
bitterly to rue their confidence, for the policy 
which has already steeped Spain in debt and 
disaster will be continued till it leads up to an 
overwhelming catastrophe, perhaps to a war 
with the United States. 
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SIR BARTLE FRERE AND THE 
ZANZIBAR SLAVE-TRADE. 


THE Committee of the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society regard with 
peculiar satisfaction the appointment of 
Sir Bartle Frere, G.C.S.I., K.C.B., as Her 
Majesty’s Special Plenipotentiary to the 
Sultan of Zanzibar, to suppress the slave- 
trade in East Africa. His Christian charac- 
ter, great talents, wide experience in Indian 
rule, enlarged views, and thorough anti- 
slavery principles, are guarantees that 
every effort will be made to suppress en- 
tirely the slave-trade in Eastern Africa. 
Sir Bartle Frere is fully alive to the diffi- 
culties of the task, to the subtilty of those 
who are interested in maintaining the sys- 
tem, and he knows the vigilance which 
will have to be observed, after solemn 
treaties for the cessation of the slave-trade 
have been signed, to prevent it from being 
diverted into other channels. The Com- 
mittee will watch with intense interest 
the progress of the mission, and ask that 
earnest prayer be presented to the God of 
ea for its successful issue. Mean- 
while it is necessary that public meetings 
should be held throughout the country to 
strengthen the hands of the Government, 
“and to urge them to call upon the rulers 
of Turkey and Egypt to carry into effect in 
good faith their existing treaties for the 
suppression of the slave-trade; and to 
employ all proper and available influence 
with Persia to secure a like result.” 








Tue following Memorial has been 
presented to the Emperor of Germany, 
through the kind intervention of Robert 
Alsop, Esq., who was favoured with an 
interesting interview, my the subject of 
the Slave-trade, with the Crown Prince 
and Princess :— 


TO HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY, WIL- 
LIAM, EMPEROR OF GERMANY. 


May iT PieaseE Your MaJEsty, 


The British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society have deemed it important at this 
juncture to address your Majesty on a 
subject which may well claim Your Ma- 
jesty’s attention, from the magnitude of 
the interests it involves, and from the 
extent to which it affects the destinies of a 
large portion of the human race. 

Inheriting as this Society does the 
labours of nearly two generations, they 
would now recur to that early period in 
the history of this work when, in 1816, 
Germany, as represented in the Congress 
of Vienna, united in declaring the slave- 
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trade to be “a scourge which had lon 
desolated Africa, degraded Europe, an 
afflicted humanity,” and further in assert- 
ing that its final abolition will be one of 
the greatest monuments of the age which 
undertook it, and shall have gloriously 
carried it into complete effect. 

More than half a century has passed 
away since Germany gave her official en- 
dorsement to this noble declaration ; but, 
alas! the work still remains to be accom- 
plished in vast and unmeasured propor- 
tion:. It is true that within that period 
thero has been witnessed the suppression, 
after a most protracted struggle, of the 
enormous slave-trade, which existed for 
centuries, from the western side of the 
African continent ; and also the emanci- 
pation of the negro race in the colonies of 
Great Britain, and in the United States of 
America, also in the colonial dependencies 
of France, Denmark, Holland, and Por- 
tugal. With such magnificent conquests 
of Christianity and civilisation, your me- 
morialists were beginning to indulge the 
illusion that the work marked out by the 
Congress of Vienna for the co-operation of 
the uations of Europe was well-nigh ac- 
complished, when the reports of German 
travellers and missionaries, and of their 
own countryman, Dr. Livingstone, rudely 
awakened them from their pleasant dream. 

Their testimony leaves no room to ques- 
tion that at this moment the eastern side 
of Africa is being desolated by a slave- 
trade of almost incredible magnitude, more 
terrible in its incidents, spreading its 
devastations far wider than the trade which 
has been extinguished in the West, and 
that probably two hundred thousand lives 
are being annually sacrificed in ravages, 
which are extending year by year. 

During its last session this subject 
claimed the attention of the British Par- 
liament, which nominated a Committee to 
take evidence on the nature and extent of 
this traffic, and to report on such measures 
as may be required for its extinction. This 
Committee has recommended Her Majesty’s 
Government to invite the co-operation of 
other Powers, but especially of Germany, 
in measures for its suppression. 

Whien it is considered that the commerce 
of Hamburg on the east coast of Africa is 
far larger than that of England, and that 
missionaries from among her sons have led 
and sustained, for nearly half a century 
the conflict with Paganism in that fatal 
field of labour, there would seem to devolve 
on the German Empire the right of leader- 
ship in this glorious work. Her rising 
power can be exercised on no worthier 
object: than that of — the suppression 
of this horrible traffic, and in extending at 
the same time that legitimate commerce so 
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beneficial to the nations of Africa, and to 
the interests of civilised Europe. 
On behalf of the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, we are very respectfully, 
JOSEPH COOPER, H 
EDMUND STURGE, a 
RosBert ALsop, 
BENJAMIN MILLARD, Sec. 


Secs. 








THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT AND 
THEIR CONSULS IN EAST AFRICA. 

Ir is a great satisfaction to learn by the 
telegram which has appeared in the papers, 
that the German Government has instructed 
all the German Consuls on the East Coast 
of Africa to render all the assistance in 
their power to Sir Bartle Frere. 








THE EAST AFRICAN SLAVE- 
TRADE. 


WE are gratified to be able to announce 
that the French Government is co-operat- 
ing with our own in order to put an end 
to the slave-traffic from the East Coast of 
Africa. We subjoin the translation of 
what passed on this subject in the National 
Assembly on Friday, the 6th of December 


last. 


(From the Jowrnal Offciel.) 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 

M. Vicror Scno@tcHer: Gentlemen, with 
the assent of the Minister of Marine, I rise to 
submit to the Assembly a few observations 
respecting the Slave-trade on the East Coast 
of Africa. On the West Coast it may be re- 
garded as practically abolished. Indeed, the 
majority of the States of Europe and America, 
which carried on this traffic, have renounced it 
by declaring the abolition of slavery within 
their territories. Spain alone has the shame 
of maintaining slavery in Cuba and Porto 
Rico. But a large number of the inhabitants 
of Cuba have risen to assert their independence, 
and in their published programme, setting forth 
their views, they have put first the abolition of 
slavery. I hope they will obtain the success 
which their courageous perseverance appears 
likely to secure to them. Unhappily, the slave- 
trade is still rife on the East Coast of Africa. In 
the Island of Zanzibar, at the entrance of the 
Mozambique Channel, there is a considerable 
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depot of slaves, whence they are sent into 
Persia, Arabia and Muscat. The letters of the 
illustrious English traveller, Dr. Livingstone, 
of whom no doubt every one here has heard, 
have within the last few months described, 
with most terrible force, the ravages which the 
wars and man-hunts undertaken to procure 
slaves occasion in the interior of Eastern 
Africa, The narrative has deeply moved the 
people of England. The English Government 
has, it seems, despatched to Zanzibar Sir 
Bartle Frere, who is admirably qualified by 
long experience for this mission, the object of 
which is to determine what means can be 
at once employed to put an end to the hor- 
rible traffic in human flesh. Unhappily Great 
Britain has a treaty with the Sultan of Zanzi- 
bar, which binds her to tolerate this com- 
merce. It is astounding how the Government 
of a country which produced a Clarkson, a 
Wilberforce, a Buxton, and others, and who 
have brought glory upon England by their 
efforts to abolish slavery, should have con- 
cluded such a treaty. Be that as it may, the 
Government understands its fault, and is now 
resolved to take every possible means to sup- 
press the slave-tradeat Zanzibar. Thetreaty pre+ 
scribes the limits within which cruisers may ex- 
ercise their vigilance, but permits the capture of 
slavers on the high seas outside of their limits. 
Recently, indeed, the number of cruisers has 
been doubled. I have the honour to ask the 
Minister of Marine to issue orders to the com- 
manders of vessels sent to the Eastern seas, to 
come to an understanding with the British 
naval authorities in the same parts, for the 
capture of the slavers which infest them. 
(Hear, hear.) 

The MinIsTER oF Marine: The Honorable 
M. Scheelcher was kind enough to communi- 
cate to me beforehand the observations he has 
just submitted to the Assembly, and I am 
happy to be in a position to reply to them in a 
very few words. Complaints had reached us 
from time to time, from the British authorities, 
to the effect that the slave-trade was being 
carried on in the vicinity of Zanzibar by Arab 
vessels authorised to carry the French flag. 
The English cruisers had frequently captured 
these vessels, which are small, and were called 
boutres,* but carry a considerable crew, and a 
large number of passengers to and fro between 
Mayotti and Zanzibar. These dhows, how- 





* Dhows.—E De A.-S, R. 
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ever, had to be released after an inquiry which 
usually established that they had been cap- 
tured upon suspicion, rather than upon any act 
that could be brought home to them. Never- 
theless, I would not take advantage of their 
declarations of non-culpability, and I have 
issued new and very precise instructions to our 
naval officers in those parts to concert with 
the British authorities to maintain most 
scrupulously and most strictly the Conventions 
of the Treaty of 1868, between Great Britain 
and ourselves. New instructions have been 
issued, and stricter surveillance will be ex- 
ercised, and consequently the legitimate desire 
to see the total suppression of this odious 
traffic will most likely be satisfied. (Cheers.) 





ENGLISH STEAMERS AND THE 
SLAVE-TRADE. 


Can it be true? A Northern paper, 
under date 16th November, 1872, gives 
the following :—“ A telegram from Con- 
stantinople will be read with surprise and 
indignation. It says—‘ An English steamer 
arrived here on Wednesday from Malta 
with twenty slaves on board. The trade 
in slaves between Tripoli and Malta, for 
Constantinople, is very brisk.’” 





THE EGYPTIAN SLAVE-TRADE. 


Egypt, Nov. 28, 1872. 


Dear Sir,—It gives me great pleasure 
to see the friends of humanity uniting 
together to make another effort to blot out 
slave-trading from the earth; and it is 
very gratifying to find so many contri- 
buting facts calculated to arouse civilised 
nations to a sense of the enormity of the 
crime as re ag ne along the eastern 
coast of Africa. Perhaps from a ten years’ 
residence in Egypt, and a daily intercourse 
with its inhabitants, I may be able to give 
items of information which a traveller 
passing through the country would not be 
expected to know, especially in regard to 
what creates such a demand for bondmen 
in the Nile Valley. 

I have just received a copy of the New 
York Herald for October 19, 1872, contain- 
ing an article on the slave-trade in Egypt, 
and describing more particularly the ce 
barities practised in the region of Khar- 
toum. In so far as my experience goes I 
can testify that the article is in the main 
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correct, and the very same barbarities are 
connected with the trade all through 


Egypt. 
GENERAL DEMAND FOR SLAVES. 


There are few places of any impor- 
tance where there is not a lively de- 
mand for slaves. Indeed I have found 
wherever I have been, from Alexandria 
and Damietta up to Luxor, that, in the 
large towns everywhere, and even in the 
sinall ones along the river, whoever is able 
to afford it has one or more slaves, And 
nearly all Government officials, from the 
Sheikh of a ward in a little village to the 
Khedive’s Ministers of State, and not 
even excepting His Highness’s own harem, 
have from one to thirty human chattels 
doing the hard work of the house ; and 
nearly all the native merchants must have 
their bondmen and bondwomen ; while in 
most places the position of a person is 
measured by the number of slaves he pos- 
sesses —especially is this true in the case of 
the women who take peculiar pride in 
telling how many slave girls they have 
under their command. I wish I could say 
that Europeans living in Egypt are exempt 
from participancy in this degrading sin. 
But I am certain that a large minority of 
them uphold it by their example. 


COMPLICITY OF CONSULAR AGENTS. 


But I desire more especially to call your 
attention to another item of information 
showing how extensive slavery is in Egypt, 
and where the friends of humanity must 
direct their efforts if they wish to succeed. 
You are perhaps aware that the European 
and American Consulates in Egypt appoint 
agents in many of the large towns. These 
agents are generally Syrians living and 
carrying on business in Egypt, or Egyptians 
sometimes nominal Christians, sometimes 
Mohammedans. Their first appointment 
and continuance in office generally depend 
on the amount of = advantage 
accruing to parties in the Consulates. These 
agents have the protection of the Govern- 
ments which they are supposed to repre- 
sent, hoist their flags over their houses and 
offices, and are often petty kings of whom 
the local native authorities are afraid. 
Now I have no doubt that nine-tenths of 
these agents who hoist the flags of the 
Christian Governments of Europe and 
America have two or three slaves, and I 
know some of them have fifteen. These 
agencies are to be found in Damietta, 
Mansura, Tanta, Zagazig, Bessirof, Minyeh, 
Osiout, Gineh, Luxor, Assonan, Khartoum, 
&e. I know anumber of them connected 
with the English, American, French, 
Spanish, Portuguese, and Russian Con- 
sulates, and all I now think of hoist their 
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flags over houses in which human chattels 
do the drudgery, and are robbed of their 
most sacred rights. 


WAKALETS OR SLAVE MARKETS. 


It is perhaps true that there is no public 
sale of slaves throughout Egypt, 7.¢. if it 
be meant that they are not sold at auction 
nor in the public streets and squares. Still 
it is true also that every large town has a 
“wakalet” or centre of the trade, known 
to all, including the police and higher local 
authorities, where scores of half-naked, 
degraded, squalid-looking slaves, of all 
ages and both sexes, are kept for sale to 
any person who wishes to. buy. A few 
days ago I sent an acquaintance of mine to 
the slave-pen of this town, and on his 
return he reported that he saw over fifty, 
some of them in a pitiable state of dirt and 
wretchedness, and offered for sale at from 
£6 sterling to £20, according to their ages, 
general appearance, and supposed useful- 
ness. The trade is carried on generally 
with the connivance of the native officials, 
who, as I have already said, are nearly all 
slaveholders ; and where slaves run away 
from masters who are protégés of the Con- 
sular Agents, it is no strange thing to have 
them brought back by the janitor of the 
agent, 


BRUTALITY IN A CONSULAR AGENCY. 


I know of one case where the slaves 
escaped, went to the chief of police, 
and through the influence of some party 
secured their free papers, and then were 
delivered up by the same official secretly 
to the janitor of the Consular Agent, who 
took them to his office and had them beaten 
until they delivered up their free papers, 
and went back to slavery. 

I do hope England and America will 
inquire into this matter, and purge their 
Consular Agents from this disgrace to the 
free institutions which they represent ; 
and that those appointed by Her Majesty’s 
Government to inquire into the state of 
the Slave-trade in the East and take 
measures to destroy it entirely, will not be 
deceived by any pretended efforts of sym- 
pathy on the part of the native authorities 
here or elsewhere, and will not rely too 
much on the statements of the natives, 
who are not especially inclined to tell 
truth at any time, and far less where their 
own interest is likely to be endangered. 

May the Lord bless you in your efforts 
to put down the trade in slaves, and hasten 
the good time when no man will be shorn 
of his right to “life, liberty, and the pur- 
suits of happiness.” ‘s 


Mr. JosepH Cooper. 
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THE COOLIES IN THE MAURITIUS. 


It will be seen by the following article 
from the Mauritius Monthly Courier that 
that able paper confirms in the main the 
statement of Mr. De Plevitz :-— 


WHAT IS TO BE DONEP 


* The Chamber of Agriculture is placed in 
rather an awkward fix. With the view of sub- 
stantiating the oft-repeated assertion that the 
planters of the colony are immaculate, and Mr. 
de Plevitz a base calumniator, it invited to 
Mauritius a Royal Commission for the purpose 
of investigating the condition of the Indian 
labourers, and of witnessing the kind treatment 
they receive at the hands of their employers. 
And this was not all. On the arrival of the 
Commissioners, Mr. Currie and his friends 
waited upon those gentlemen, to assure them 
that they should receive all kinds of assistance 
from the Chamber, and that everything should 
be laid bare to their gaze. 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ADVISED. 


* Long before the Commission was appointed, 
nay, even before its appointment had been 
asked for, we recommended the Chamber to 
adopt the only course that was open to it—the 
only one too that we deemed to be consistent 
with honesty ; and that was, not to deny the 
statements of De Plevitz, many of which every 
one knew to be true, but to confess its short- 
comings, and set about reform. The induce- 
ment we held out for the Chamber to adopt 


| this course was that it, or rather the colony, 


would obtain the credit of having voluntarily 
performed what it will be ultimately compelled 
to do, and thus, whatever might be thought of 
past misdeeds, much would be forgiven. But 
our advice was unheeded, and now we are 
beginning to see the consequences. 


A SAD DRAMA, 


“ Tt was rather unfortunate that at the very 
time when the Chamber of Agriculture was 
proclaiming De Plevitz to be a liar and a 
calumniator, demanding his expulsion from the 
island, and bitterly reproaching Sir Arthur 
Gordon because he declined to do a most un- 
constitutional thing, a pretty little drama was 
being enacted, of a character that far exceeded 
the wildest dreams of De Plevitz. 


ONE COFFIN TO SERVE FOR ALL THE DEAD 
COOLIES. 


« A saving planter, who thought more about 
the profits to be made out of Coolies than the 
law of the colony, hit upon a plan for keeping 
down expenses, which, for the honour of his class, 
we hope was an original one. He wrote to his 
manager, complaining of the enormous cost of 


| coffins, and suggested that, in order to reduce 


the expenditure under that head, a neat coffin 

should be made, something better than ordinary, 

in which the dead bodies of the Indians should 

be carried to the grave. The coffin, however, 

was to go no farther. 

WHENCE THE DEAD WERE PITCHED INIO THE 
GRAVE. 


“The dead man was to be pitched into 
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the grave, with no more decency than 
would be accorded to the carcass of a dead 
dog; whilst the coffin was to be taken back 
again to serve the turn of the next poor 
devil who might take it into his head to die. 
Pursuing his economical—we had said comical 
except for the terrible heartlessness of the whole 
proceeding—idea, he next suggested that a 
saving might be effected in the item of quinine. 


MORE HEARTLESS CRUELTY. 


“We have not learned what was proposed 
as a substitute, but we presume it would 
be something bitter; in which case the treat- 
ment would have answered admirably, as, to 
our thinking, it was about the bitterest thing 
we have heard of. Several other reforms of a 
similar character were proposed, and, for any 
thing we know to the contrary, they were 
carried into operation. 


PROPRIETOR AND MANAGER QUARRELLING, 


“It happened some time afterwards that this 
humane planter quarrelled with the manager 
of his estate, and they parted. A cross action 
at law was commenced, and the manager put 
in as evidence a great number of letters he had 
received at various times from his employer. 
The Hon. Mr. Naz was retained as counsel by 
the planter; but, when he became aware of the 
nature of the correspondence held by counsel 
on the other side, he threw up his brief. Asa 
member of the Legislature he could not do 
otherwise. 


THE MATTER HUSHED UP. 


“In the meanwhile, the Royal Commission 
was about to be sent out, and then com- 
menced the little drama already alluded to. 
Even the Chamber of Agriculture would have 
felt that it would be awkward if such a trial 
took place under the notice of the Commis- 
sioners, for they might have been led to infer, 
from the correspondence which would have ap- 
peared in evidence, that De Plevitz might have 
had some grounds for the statements he had 
advanced. It is rumoured that two or three of 
its leading members undertook the office of 
mediators; the result of which was, that the 
correspondence was bought, and the affair 
compromised for a rather handsome sum of 
money. The dangerous correspondence was 
destroyed !” 








MACAO AND THE PORTUGUESE 
COOLIE TRADE TO PERU. 


A PERUVIAN VESSEL IN DISTRESS WITH 
250 COOLIES AT YOKOHAMA, 


AccorDING to the Yeddo correspondent 
of the New York Tribune, the Japanese 
authorities have just taken an energetic 
step against a coolie ship. In the month 
of July last a Peruvian vessel, named the 
Maria Luz, put into the harbour of Yoko- 
hama in distress. She wascommanded by 
a lieutenant in the Peruvian navy, and had 
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on board about 250 Chinese coolies, shipped 
at the Portuguese port of Macao. There is 
no treaty between Peru and Japan, and 
consequently the lieutenant applied, in the 
absence of the American minister, to Mr. 
Shepard, the Chargé d’Affaires of the 
United States, for protection and assist- 
ance. Mr. Shepard acknowledged that 
there were instructions from Washington 
to render all necessary aid to citizens of 
Peru, but he pointed out that the American 
laws strongly condemned and discounte- 
nanced the coolie traffic, and that conse- 

uently he could have nothing to do with 
the case. 


AN ESCAPED COOLIE APPEALS TO A BRITISH 
CAPTAIN FOR HELP. 


Notwithstanding this reply, the Peru- 
vian lieutenant was able to get his ship 
repaired, and all seemed going on smoothly 
for him, when one night a Chinaman was 
found alongside a British ship. He was 
taken on board almost exhausted. He 
stated that he had escaped from the Peru- 
vian vessel, and that he and his compa- 
nions had there suffered the most horrible 
tortures. The British captain at once 
communicated with the Japanese authori- 
ties, an inquiry was ordered, and the vessel 
was inspected by some Japanese officials, 
attended by one or two American legal 
advisers. The Maria Luz is described by 
the T'ribune’s correspondent as a small bark 
of apparently about 350 tons burden. 


SAD TREATMENT. 


“ We found them (the coolies) sitting or 
lying closely together in their numbered 
berths, reeking and sweltering in an at- 
mosphere which would extinguish the life 
of an American or European in half a day. 
Though not confined, except in a few 
instances, they were not allowed to stir 
from their cramped quarters. An imagi- 
nary ventilation was afforded by a few 
small holes in the side of the ship, which, 
from their position, could only be opened 
in a quiet sea. To attempt to depict the 
agony of despair in which the countenances 
of most of these unhappy creatures were 
fixed would bea hopeless task. . .. When 
we were about to return to the deck, as if by 
acommon impulse, they all sprung from 
their ranks, and, clustering about us as 
closely as they could, fell upon their knees, 
lifted their clasped hands, and with piteous 
cries implored our intercession.” The 
lieutenant in command appeared to be a 
man of about twenty-five years of age. He 
protested against the inspection of the ship 
as destructive of “ discipline,” and said that- 
“although he did not apprehend a general 
mutiny, he knew perfectly well that he 
should be obliged to kill some of them 














JANUARY 1, 1873,] 


after leaving Yokohama, in order to awe 
the others into submission.” 


THE COOLIES LIBERATED BY THE 
JAPANESE. 


After a patient investigation of the mat- 
ter, the Japanese decided to set the coolies 
free and send them back to their own 
country. The Tribune's correspondent 
accuses Mr. Delong, the American Minister, 
who arrived while the inquiry was going 
on, of having warmly taken up the case of 
the Peruvians, and improperly endeavoured 
to alter the decision of the Japanese 
Government. But just at present, while 
the Presidential contest is unsettled, all 
such charges must, of course, be received 
with caution.—Pall Mall Gazette. 





CHINESE COOLIES IN PERU. 


‘Tue following short paragraph in a 
Lima newspaper, and translated by a re- 
spected correspondent, needs no comment : 

“WonpDER ALL! There have been im- 

orted from China from the months of 

anuary to August, TWELVE THOUSAND 
coolies, more or less. It will not be strange, 
if we go on so, that we have in a short 
time more Chinese in Peru than natives of 
the country.” 


SLAVE-TRADING UNDER BRITISH 
LICENCE. 


THE following letter, dated Victoria, 
September 9th, 1872, will be read with 
painful interest by those who have not 
already seen similar accounts in the public 

ress :— 

“T have sent you by this mail two copies 
of the Argus newspaper, containing an ac- 
count of the examination before the Sydney 
magistrates of the master and crew of the 
brig Carl, for the massacre of a large 
number of Polynesians, whom they had 
kidnapped in the South Seas. 

“The case is one which will cause the 
ears of men to tingle in England, and to 
blush for their countrymen who have 
brought such foul disgrace upon the 
English name. A more atrocious crime 
than that committed by these men is not 
to be found in the annals of the slave- 
trade. 

THE “CARL” FITTED OUT. 

“The facts of the case are briefly these. 
The brig Carl was purchased by a medical 
man, Dr. James Patrick Murray, and fitted 
out for a labour cruise, the owner going in 
her to superintend the operations. 
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“She went to Levuka in Fiji, and having 
discharged her passengers, proceeded on 
her labour cruise. 


LICENSED FOR A LABOUR CRUISE. 


“ Before she sailed, the necessary papers 
of authorisation and licence were obtained 
from the British Consul, Mr. March; and 
fortified with these, the adventurers started 
on their labour cruise. They went first to 
several islands in the New Hebrides— 
Tanna, Sandwich Island, and Apia, but 
could get no labour there. 


OPERATIONS AT MALAKOLO, 


“They then proceeded to Malakolo, 
about twenty miles from Apia ; there they 
commenced operations. 

“The ship anchored about three cables’ 
length from the island, and Dr. Murray 
went in the boat to look for a new anchor- 
age. <A flight of arrows was sent by the 
natives on the shore to warn them to 
keep off. 

“On returning to the ship, they found a 
number of canoes filled with natives by 
the side of the vessel, offering to trade, but 
the boat’s crew, ‘ partly in retaliation,’ fired 
upon the natives. Some of the natives 
jumped into the water, and were picked up 
by the boat, roughly handed up by the side 
of the vessel, thrust into the hold, which 
was then battened down, and the vessel 
sailed away. 


AT SANTA ANNA. 


“From thence they sailed to Santa 
Anna, one of the Solomon Isles. The 
natives came alongside in canoes, with 
articles of trade, and while exchanging 
cocoa-nuts, tortoiseshell, and such things, 
two of their number went on deck, the 
majority in their canoes being close along- 
side the ship, which was under full sail all 
the time. Then a hellish device was 
adopted by the slavers. Heavy pieces of 

ig-iron, which were stowed aside on the 
ech, in a convenient position for use, 
were thrown into the canoes to upset them. 
As soon as the canoes were upset, the boats 
were lowered, the natives dragged out of 
the water, taken upon deck, and thrust 
into the hold. The ship continued her 
course, and was soon out of sight. Twelve 
or thirteen natives were thus secured at 
Santa Anna. 

“ They then went to Isabella Island, 
where they got ten more; and to the 
Florida group, where they obtained four 
or five more by the same means. 


AT BOUGAINVILLE. 


“From thence they proceeded to Bou- 
gainville, a populous island, the most 
northerly of the Solomon group; and 
there they trafficked in the same manner 
for about ten days, About eighty natives 
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were obtained from this island by sinking 
the canoes, in the same way as_ before. 
These natives, being more warlike than 
the others, stoutly resisted being captured ; 
but they were overpowered, and put into 
the hold. 


HORRIBLE MURDER OF NATIVES. 


“ Having now secured a cargo of ‘free 
labourers,’ they set sail from Bougainville. 
Two days after, the natives endeavoured 
to break out of the hold, and were shot 
down like dogs by the white wretches on 
deck. ‘The fighting and firing continued 
all night, and in the morning the dead and 
the wounded were brought up out of the 
hold. Fifty were killed and about twenty 
wounded. The dead were pitched over- 
board, sans ceremonie, as they were brought 
up. The wounded were placed on the 
deck, while the white fiends in human 
shape deliberated as to how they should be 
disposed of. They all cried, ‘Throw them 
overboard!’ and overboard they were 
thrown. With a refinement of cruelty 
their legs were first tied—tied in the hold 
before they were brought up, so that they 
must sink at once. 


ATTEMPTED CONCEALMENT. 


“Then the work of concealment com- 
menced. The bloodstains were washed 
out, and the hold whitewashed, and, as far 
as could be, every trace of the horrible 
crime removed, 


MURDER WILL OUT. 


“ Justice, however, has overtaken them. 
The captain and the crew have been 
arrested on the charge of murder. The 
former has been committed for trial at 
Sydney, for the capital offence; and 
the latter have been committed in the 
lesser charge of felonious assault, while 
Dr. Murray gives evidence against them. 
Looking at the question from a moral 
point of view, his punishment is the worst 
of all, for he is made the instrument of 
convicting the guilty wretches—the tools 
he worked with, while he occupies the 
infamous position of an informer, publish- 
ing and proving his own iniquity, which is 
far greater even than theirs. 


LABOUR TRAFFIC MUST BE SUSPENDED. 


“This case most clearly establishes the 
correctness of the view which we have 
always taken of this traflic—that it ¢s one 
which cannot be regulated, and therefore 
must be suppressed. This vessel sailed 
with a licence from the British Consul, 
to go on a labour cruise. The Consul 
issues these licences under the authority of 
the British Government, who entertain the 
erroneous idea that such a traffic as this in 
human beings can be regulated. When 
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will they be convinced that it cannot? 
How much more evidence do they require? 
Will the infatuation of the Government 
never come to an end? [Jf this traffic im 
the South Seas is not totally suppressed, 
it will stamp the name of Englishmen 
with indelible disgrace. 

“T hope the Anti-Slavery Society will 
never cease to agitate for the total sup- 
pression of this traffic.” 


We learn by telegram that the captain 
and mate are convicted and sentenced to 
imprisonment for life. 





ON THE UNPROFITABLENESS 
OF COLOURED LABOUR IN 
QUEENSLAND, BY AN INTEL- 
LIGENT RESIDENT IN THAT 
COUNTRY. 


Art the present time the probability 
never was so small that coloured labour, 
either Polynesian or Coolie, will be per- 
manently used in Queensland, its employ- 
ment is found so expensive that it is 
already in many instances abandoned. 


COOLIE LABOUR UNSUITED TO QUEENSLAND, 


An attempt is being made to substitute 
Coolie for Polynesian, but without much 
prospect of success. It is so utterly and 
irreconcilably repugnant to the opinion of 
the colony, that it never can be extensively 
employed ; those who do employ it set 
themselves to defy public opinion, and are 
in a position of hostility to the great mass 
of the colonists. 

It was supposed that sugar estates of 
from 200 to 500 acres of canes would yield 
quick and large returns; some of these 
have been undertaken with a capital of 
from £10,000 to £30,000, yet even these 
capitals have been absorbed before the 
returns have come in at all adequately. 

The banks have from the first declined 
to consider Polynesians as assets, or as 
strengthening the security on sugar farms, 
but rather as weakening it. I have just 
heard that the largest sugar estate near 
Brisbane has suffered severely from the 
last six or seven nights of frost, so that the 
cane to crush is next to nothing. 


MISTAKES OF A WRITER IN ‘ BRITISH 
QUARTERLY,” ON QUEENSLAND. 


This is a serious state of things on a 
sroperty where £40,000 to £50,000 have 
best invested. In the April number of 
the British Quarterly there is an article 
entitled “ Kidnapping in the South Seas,” 
which contains a paragraph so far wide of 
the truth that I extract it:— 
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“The colony of Queensland, unlike New 
South Wales, Victoria, or New Zealand, has one 
specia! reason for desiring an immigration of 
the dark races rather than whites. A large 
portion of the colony runs far into the tropics, 
whence the district has reccived the name of 
Cupricornia. Though the air is fresh and 
bracing, and the land is canopied by a sky of 
brilliant blue, the climate is hot, the soil is 


rocky, thin, and poor; the sun is powerful, and | 


it is impossible for the harder processes of agri- 


culture to be carried on to any extent by the | 


white races of temperate climes. As jn Texas 


and Arizona, Englishmen may superintend the | 


herding of sheep, cattle, and horses, the general 
management of estates, or the removal and 
transport of timber; but all heavy outdoor 
labour is unsuited to their constitution, and 
fever and sunstroke can be its only result.” 


EUROPEAN LABOUR SUITED TO OUTDOOR 
WORK IN QUEENSLAND. 


Within the same space it would be diffi- 
cult to comprise more mistakes, or a greater 
misrepresentation of Queensland, Were 
the consequences of publishing such erro- 
neous statements not so serious, we could 
laugh. Gold is being discovered all over 
the north of Queensland, and every variety 
of the most severe outdoor work is being 
done, and has ever been done, by Euro- 
peans. The soil varies of course ; but to 
speak of it as being generally rocky, thin, 
and poor, is not correct, it containing all 
sorts, and some of the most fertile in 
Queensland. Fever and sunstroke are not 
more frequent in North than in South 
Queensland, nor more frequent anywhere 
in Queensland than in New South Wales 
or Victoria, or than in New York. When 
they occur, that is, sunstroke more espe- 
pwn 6 you would find that the victim is a 
drinker of ardent spirits. These people 
succumb all over the world to disease. As 
for the “ harder processes of agriculture,” 
the writer uses a not very clear term ; but 
I can say that actual trial shows here, as in 
the Southern States of America, and as all 
travellers concur in stating, that Europeans 
endure any farm-work not only as well as, 
but much better than, either Polynesian or 
coolies, or any dark-skinned race. 





MEMORIAL TO EARL GRANVILLE. 


On the Convention between Great Britain 
and the Netherlands, relative to Coolie 
Emigration from India to the Dutch 
colony of Surinam. 


To tHe Rieut Honorasite EARL GRAN- 
VILLE, K.G., Her Masesty’s Principan 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR’ FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS. 


The Committee of the British and Fo- 
reign Anti-Slavery Society have had their 
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attention called to “The Convention be- 
tween Her Majesty and the King of the 
Netherlands, relative to the emigration of 
labourers from India to the Dutch colony 
of Surinam,” signed at The Hague, and 
ratified on February 17, 1872. They have 
given the several articles therein contained 
their serious consideration, and feel them- 
selves bound, in the interests of humanity, 
to submit to your Lordship some of their 
objections to this compact between Her 
Majesty and the King of the Netherlands. 

1. The Convention stipulates that the 


| recruited labourers, before sailing from 
| India, shall make a contract which shall 


bind them to a five years’ service in the 
Dutch colony of Surinam, when the Com- 
mittee venture to submit it is perfectly 
impossible for such intending emigrants to 
understand the nature of the work they 
will have to perform, the obligations under 
which they bring themselves, and the 
numerous and severe penalties to which 
they render themselves liable. 

2. Under the first and second articles of 
the Convention authority is given to a 
foreign Power to appoint its own agents, 
subject to approval of the British Govern- 
ment, to go throughout the territories of 
British India to recruit and engage labourers 
for deportation to a foreign colony thou- 
sands of miles distant, a licence which the 
Committee submit is most dangerous, and 
likely to intensify the evils of crimping 
and other abuses, which the present system 
of immigration encourages, and which it is 
believed will be increased, in consequence 
of the additional competition for labourers 
between the various British colonies and 
the new field for which coolies are sought. 

3. The sixth article provides that no 
labourer shall be embarked unless the agent 
appointed by the British Government 
“shall satisfy himself that the emigrant’s 
engagement is voluntary, and that he has 
a perfect knowledge of the nature of his 
contract, of the place of his destination, 
and of the different obligations and advan- 
tages of his engagement.” The Committee 
are confident, from the very nature of the 
requirement, that this provision will be 
practically a dead letter, and deceptive to 
the public ; as the experience of the past 
proves, beyond doubt, that, for emigration 
to distant colonies to be successful, the 
securing of these conditions is impossible. 

4, Assuming that the laws regulating 
immigrants in Surinam are the same as in 
British colonies, the nineteenth article, 
which provides “that no obstacle shall 
be opposed to the labourers resorting to 
the English consular agent and communi- 
cating with him, without prejudice, how- 
ever, to the obligations arising out of his 
engagements,” will be practically of no 
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value whatever in securing the object pro- 
fessed, inasmuch as every immigrant found 
at a distance beyond two miles of his 
estate beyond working hours (which are 
specified to be nine and a half each of the 
six days in the week), without his em- 
ployer’s permission, is liable to be im- 
risoned ; and thus British subjects so 
ocated, in a foreign country, and most in 
need of, will be placed beyond, the protec- 
tion of the British flag. 

5. The twentieth article enacts—“ That 
immigrants, who may become permanently 
incapable of work, either by sickness, or 
by any other cause beyond their own con- 
trol, shall be sent back to India at the 
expense of the Netherlands Government.” 
This clause is most cruel in its operation 
towards the immigrant, as it fails to enact 
that any provision whatsoever shall be 
made for the sustenance of such disabled 
immigrant, whilst it is also unjust in its 
bearing on India. 

6. Several of the regulations of the 
fourth and eighth articles are felt to be 
most prejudicial to the interests of the 
immigrants, and will be used to their dis- 
advantage and injury, as they have been 
in similar cases in the British colonies. 

7. The Committee of the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society cannot but 
express to your Lordship their astonish- 
ment that Her Majesty’s Government 
could for a moment give their consent to 
this Convention, when Her Majesty’s Min- 
ister at The Hague, in signing the instru- 
ment in question, felt himself compelled 
to append a note, in which he states— 
“That it is impossible to say whether the 
Dutch regulations on the subject of labour 
are in effect harsh or liberal to the immi- 
grant, or whether a native of India would, 
at the rates therein prescribed, be able to 
eo so much work as would afford 

im adequate means for subsistence, and 
enable him with proper care to lay bya 
sum every month. 

The Committee cannot but express their 
grief at seeing that the Government, with 
this confessed ignorance on matters of such 
vital importance to the interests of those 
of Her Majesty’s subjects who stand in 
special need of protection, should have 

owed themselves to become parties to a 
convention, by virtue of which as many 
British Indian subjects as the Surinam 
agents can secure will be transported to 
labour, under severe penalties, for five years 
in a foreign colony, where the subtle in- 
fluences of slavery are still at work, and 
where, by the admission of Her Majesty’s 
representative at The Hague, the labourer's 
may be exposed to multiplied sufferings. 

y reason of these and other objections, 
which might be stated, the Committee of 
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the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery So- 
ciety are bound to record their respectful 
but urgent protest against this Convention, 
and they earnestly entreat your Lordship 
to give this subject your serious considera- 
tion, with a view to prevent the wrongs 
which will otherwise be suffered by those 
imported into Surinam. j 
Signed on behalf of the Committee 
of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society, 


JosEPH COOPER, Site 


EDMUND SrurGE, y ae 


RoBERT ALSOP, 
BENJAMIN MILLARD, Sec. 
27, New Broad Street, London, 
Oct. 3, 1872. 





THE BRITISH GUIANA NEW 
IMMIGRATION BILL. 


THE Colonial Office sent out in Ma 
last, to the Court of Policy of Britis 
Guiana, a draft of a new Immigration Bill 
containing amendments on the existing 
law recommended by the Commissioners 
who were appointed in 1870 to inquire 
into the treatment of immigrants in that 
colony. The following notes present the 
main features of the new bill, and some of 
the objections to the principle and details 
of the scheme. 

The elected members of the Court of 
Policy strongly objected to the medical 
and annual contract schemes, And it is 
stated that, while the Colonial Office insists 
on the adoption of the Medical scheme, 
it has consented to give way on the yearly 
re-indenture plan, and consents to the 
enforcement of a second FIVE years in- 
denture of the immigrant. We sincerely 
hope that Lord Kimberley has not agreed 
to sacrifice so important a point in the new 
measure. 


NOTES ON THE BRITISH GUIANA IMMIGRATION 
ORDINANCES OF 1872, 


I. The Medical Scheme. 

Clause 10 empowers the Governor to ap- 
point medical practitioners to be medical 
officers of districts for immigration purposes, 
at such salaries as set forth in the scheme. 
These become Government officers, hold their 
appointments during the pleasure of the Go- 
vernor. They are to be paid from the general 
revenue of the colony. Making the medical 
men Government officers is a decided improve- 
ment on the old system, but the ewpense ought 
not to be thrown upon the taxes, the greater 
proportion of which are paid by the free labour- 
ing classes. 


II. The Money Scheme. 
1. The cost of the immigration department, 
including salaries of immigrant agent-general, 
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sub-agents, medical officer, distriet medical 
officers, and all other agents employed in the 
colony—shall be defrayed out of the general 
revenue of the colony. This, like the pre- 
ceding clause, involves great injustice. 

2. An Immigration Fund shall be formed 
(a) by payment of all sums of money to be paid 
by employers for the cost of importation and 
return passage of immigrants, and (b) by a 
subsidy out of the GENERAL REVENUE of a 
sum not exceeding ten dollars for every adult 
immigrant imported. This is regarded as 
taxing the poor for the benefit of the rich. 


IIT. The Livret Scheme. 

This requires a book to contain— 

1. The immigrant’s certificate of indenture. 

2. A statement of the immigrant’s obliga- 
tions and rights in his native language. 

3. 1,300 blank squares. 

This Livret is to be presented to the manager 
weekly. Upon the weekly pay-day the ma- 
nager is to fill up a space for every 21 cents 
earned, and also one space for every authorised 
holiday—and must return the books so made 
up to the immigrant at the latest on the next 
day but one before the next weekly pay-day. 


IV. The Re-indenture Scheme. 

Any employer may enter into a contract of 
service with any immigrant possessing a cer- 
tificate of exemption for twelve months, and no 
longer. The contract to be signed by the im- 
migrant, and certified to by the stipendiary 
magistrate. Such contract to have the force 
of indenture. Re-indenture is regarded as 
altogether objectionable. 


OBJECTIONABLE FEATURES IN THE BILL. 


1. This ordinance assumes that a contract 
for five years’ service, and an additional five 
years’ industrial residence, ten years in 
all, has been entered into by the immigrant 
out oF THE Cotony. This is regarded as ob- 
jectionable—no contract should be made by 
natives of India out of the country where the 
work lies. It is perfectly impossible for any 
Indian coolie to understand the obligations 
and penalties covered by the contract. Many 
of the evils to which the system has given rise 
are to be traced to the present contract 
system. 

2. This ordinance charges the expenses of 
the Immigration department, district medical 
officers, &c. &c., and a subsidy of not more 
than ten dollars on each adult immigrant im- 
ported, on the general revenues of the colony. 
This is essentially unjust in principle. Only 
those who employ and are benefited by the 
labour ought to bear the expenses connected 
with the importation and return of immigrants, 
The proposal by any interest in England of a 
scheme like that sanctioned by this Ordinance 
would meet with universal and unqualified dis- 
approval. 

3. There is no provision in this ordinance 
for the introduction of a fair proportionate 
number of females, an omission of a very grave 
character. 

4. Immigrants are allotted to employers by 
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the agent-general, without any reference to 
the wish of the immigrant. 

5. Under Clauses 68, 69, 70, immigrants 
may be transferred from one employer to 
another, without the consent of the immigrant. 
This clause contains one of the essentials of 
slavery. 

6. By Clause 85 any immigrant absent from 
his plantation, at any time during or beyond 
working howrs, without leave, or a pass signed 
by his employer, can be apprehended by any 
police officer, without summons or warrant, and 
placed in custody. In some immigration laws 
an immigrant is prevented from being absent 
during working howrs, but is free to go any- 
where after the task is done. This clause, as it 
now stands, is most oppressive, not only pre- 
venting him from visiting a friend on neigh- 
bouring estates, or going out, but also from 
seeking the stipendiary magistrate. Clause 
104 does not meet this case. 

7. Clause 94 determines the rule of wages 
for task work on a most unsound principle. 
Surrounding managers may bring the work 
down to a most unremunerative point, and the 
labourer will be at the mercy of the planters. 

8. Clause 58 requires the immigrant to 
deliver his livret book to the manager, who 
may retain it in his possession five days. This 
is most unfair, and exposes him to any suspicion, 
real or fancied. There is no check on the 
manager, no clause requiring a duplicate livret 
to be kept. The duty of entering wages earned 
should be made at the pay-table, and the book 
handed at once to the labourer. 

9. There is no penalty specially provided 
against a manager who shall make any false or 
fraudulent entry in the livret. 

10. There is no provision enabling an immi- 
grant to enforce a claim for a double task on a 
day, so that if able and willing to work overtime, 
and thus improve his circumstances, or shorten 
his indenture, he may be able to do so. The 
promissory notes given by the employers for 
the introduction and return of the immigrant 
run over five years, Many managers may think 
it to be their interest to keep him the full five 
years, whereas it may be the interest of the 
immigrant to work out his indentured time as 
speedily as possible. The ordinance does not 
enable the coolie to claim over-work, and he is 
so far at the mercy of the manager. 

11. Clause 95 requires that in the event of 
an immigrant being dissatisfied with the wages 
offered for a time or task-work, he shall First 
do the work, and then, if wishful, appeal to a 
stipendiary magistrate by summons against his 
employer. This gives the manager a most 
unfair advantage, involves much unpleasantness, 
and exposes the labourer to the ill-will of those 
placed over him. It is, moreover, unjust in 
principle; instead of protecting a man from 
wrong, it requires him to submit to it, however 
unjust it may be, and leaves him afterwards to 
seek a remedy if he can. 
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IMMIGRATION IN BRITISH 
GUIANA. 


Srr,—My attention has been called to a 
letter in the Times of 12th Nov., which 
appears to be adefence especially put for- 
ward by the West India Committee of the 
system of immigration into British Guiana. 
Owing to my absence from England, some 
time has elapsed before I could put on 

aper the following comments on that 
etter, but I hope that you will not refuse 
to insert them in your journal, however 
tardy their appearance. 

The writer of the letter, Mr. Ohlsen, re- 
ferring to the report of the Commissioners 
appointed to enquire into the treatment of 
immigrants in British Guiana, published in 
1871, says that the specific charges brought 
against the planters prove on examination 
to be utterly untrue or greatly exaggerated, 
that some faults were discovered, and 
amendments suggested, but the report in 
its statements of facts sufficiently vindi- 
cates the system against the allegations 
which had been brought against it. 

The specific charges here alluded to are, 
I presume, those brought by M. Des Veeux, 
formerly a stipendiary magistrate in British 
Guiana, and it is true the Commissioners 
say of them, “That he was ill-advised in 
bringing a series of charges so vague, so 
sweeping, and so little admitting of satis- 
factory proof. That though they agree 
with him in believing some of the most 
important of the facts which he adduced to 
prove them, yet in order to substantiate 
them fully much more was required, and in 
default of more knowledge and wider in- 
formation he was not personally entitled 
to bring them.” Nevertheless, I affirm 
that the opinions expressed by the Com- 
missioners on the various incidents of the 
system of immigration into this colony 
cannot lead any candid person to the con- 
clusion that there is so little amiss in it as 
Mr. Ohlsen would wish the public to be- 
lieve. After reading that lengthy docu- 
ment I find the following facts fully estab- 
lished by the Commissioners: That the 
powers of the Agent-General of Immigra- 
tion have been curtailed to the disadvan- 
tage of the immigrants. That overwork of 
the coolies in the buildings is general. 
That illegal stoppages of pay are very 
frequent. That the fines imposed for 
breaches of the labour-laws are too high. 
That the penal extension of indentures for 
the same cause is wrong. That the immi- 
grant is not able to contract in equal terms 
with his employers. That the not uncom- 
mon practice for overseers and even mana- 

ers to form connections with coolie women 
is attended with the worst possible conse- 
quences, Lastly, that the tendency of 
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colonial legislation has been against the 
immigrant and in favour of the planter. 
But on the subject of the law and its ad- 
ministration, the language of the Commis- 
sioners is so emphatic that I must quote 
portions of it. Alluding to the withdrawal 
of half the charges brought by employers 
against immigrants, the Commissioners say, 
“Tt sometimes occurs that a manager or 
overseer in drawing up a charge omits to 
state anything which ig legally an offence, 
and sometimes when a man is brought up 
he is found to be suffering from sickness 
and is sent to hospital instead of to gaol. 
But with these exceptions, to be tormented 
is with an immigrant almost the same 
thing as to be convicted and sentenced. 
Practically, therefore, and without casting 
insinuations on the magistrates, the labour- 
law in its operation must necessarily ap- 

ear to immigrants a mere instrument 
wielded by the manager for their chastise- 
ment, and not as an intelligent arbitration 
between them and him.” 

After bringing to notice that of 32,876 
charges preferred in the courts of the 
stipendiary magistrates up to 1870, not one 
hundred or even twenty were cases by im- 
migrants against employers, the Commis- 
sioners remark, “It follows that the im- 
migrants must inevitably look upon the 
court as a place for doing justice rather 
upon them than to them.” They next 
call attention to the circumstance that 
hardly one magistrate has any knowledge 
of Asiatic languages, though it was re- 

uired by Lord Russell’s dispatch of 1840 
that four should speak Hindostanee, and 
that the interpreters employed are worth- 
less. They further observe that wherever 
they went they found the immigrants 
loudly protesting a complete want of con- 
fidence in the magistrates’ impartiality. 

This isa pretty long list of wrongs and 
abuses, and it affords ready explanation of 
the recent riot in the colony. Mr. Ohlsen 
may of course deny the justice of the con- 
clusions to which the Commissioners have 
come, but I submit he is not warranted 
in representing their report, to the vast 
majority of the public who have not read 
it and will not have time to read it, as a 
sufficient vindication of the system against 
the allegations which have been brought 
against it. I should rather say a more 
complete condemnation of it could hardly 
be imagined. 

Mr. Ohlsen’s remark that an enquiry 
into the condition of the same classes of 
people in India might have revealed an 
amount of wretchedness and poverty that 
would be the best possible argument for a 
continuance of immigration, is merely the 
old argument in defence of the slave-trade, 
that whatever might be the condition of 
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the negro slave in America, his lot in his 
own country would be worse. 

Mr. Ohlsen, after quoting the testimony 
of Canon Kingsley on the fact that many 
coolies who have returned to India are 
coming back a second time to Trinidad, 
adds, ‘ very many coolies have returned in 
like manner to Demerara.” This statement 
is not, I submit, coroborated by the report 
of the Commissioners, wherein it appears 
that out of about 7,000 coolies who have 
returned to India from this colony, only 
153, including children, have come a second 
time. 

There is much more that I could 


advance in reply to Mr. Ohlsen, but the | 


subject will be brought before Parliament 
next session, and I must reserve my con- 
cluding remarks for that part of his 
letter which deals with the system of re- 
cruiting labourers in India. He gives 
extracts from a speech of Mr. J. Struckey 
in the Council of the Governor-General of 
India for the purpose of showing that the 
Government had taken the greatest pos- 
sible precautions to provide safeguards 
against fraud on the immigrants, and to 
prevent any one leaving India without 
full knowledge of the step he was about 
to take. With this view no one may re- 
cruit without a licence, and the intending 
immigrant must be taken before a magis- 
trate ere he can leave his district. 

Undoubtedly the Government of India 
has laid down excellent regulations to 
control the system. For that matter the 
regulations of the Portuguese Government 
for conducting immigration from Macao 
look very well on paper. How far these 
regulations of the Indian Government are 
carried out may be inferred from the fol- 
lowing conclusions come to by the Com- 
missioners on this point. They say that the 
immigrants are almost invariably entered 
in the register of the recruiter as agri- 
culturists, whereas a large proportion is 
not so, and are comparatively unfit for 
field labour. That the immigrants are de- 
ceived by the rate of wages being entered 
in the estimates as from 1s. 3d. to 4s. a-day, 
whereas half the immigrants do not earn 
5s. a-week. That the medical examination 
of the immigrants at the ports is hasty, 
and as a consequence many aged and in- 
firm persons are shipped. That although 
the Government of India has by law re- 
quired that the remuneration of the immi- 
gration agents in India should be a fixed 
salary, and not depend on the number 
of immigrants sent by such agents, they 
nevertheless receive a capitation allowance 
in addition to their salaries. 

Last session I asked the Secretary of 
State for India whether his attention had 
been called tu these statements, and what 
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steps had been taken in consequence, and 
I was informed that the Government of 
India had been addressed regarding them. 

The Commissioners speak elsewhere of 
the “breakdown of the system of pre- 
cautions organised in India to prevent 
people leaving their homes under false im- 
pressions.” From one of the conclusions 
there seems no escape ; either the duties of 
the protector of emigrants at the ports 
have been negligently discharged, or else 
abuses are inseparable from the recruiting 
system. The premium for bringing the 
intending emigrant before the magistrate 
is, I fear, of little use. Most assuredly the 
magistrates in India are not predisposed to 
look with favour on the recruiting agents. 
But the emigrant is carefully tutored to 
express his best satisfaction with, and full 
comprehension of, the terms of his engage- 
ment, in the presence of the magistrate, and 
I suspect he does not understand that this 
formality of taking him before the magis- 
trate is designed for his protection. I be- 
lieve the great majority of emigrants are 
grossly deceived by promises of high 
wages. In no other way can I account for 
any considerable emigration from Upper 
India, for, although there is a supply of 
labour in some ports, there is a deficiency 
in others atno great distance. This is the 
explanation I have always received from 
the great landowners when I have ex- 
pressed my surprise at peasants emigrating 
when land was to be got by asking for it a 
hundred miles off. About eight years ago 
I recollect the Government of India made 
a great stir on discovering that a prepos- 
terously high rate of wages had been 
entered in the registers of the agents for 
some British colony. It is important to 
note that the Indian law requires the 
statement of wages to be specified in the 
certificate as that agreed upon between the 
emigrants and the recruiter. The emi- 
grants regard their entries as a contract, 
but they are not held binding by the 
colonial law if the recruiters have ex- 
ceeded their powers in the terms they 
have promised. This, say the Commis- 
sioners, is an instance of carelessness as to 
the acts ofthe agents abroad, and were it 
not that by calling public attention to the 
above they expect an immediate cessation 
of it, “they could not look forward with 
any satisfaction to the continuance of emi- 
gration from India.” 

The concluding sentence of Mr. Ohlsen’s 
letter surprises me in a person who under- 
takes to write for the information of those 
who are unacquainted with the subject. 
He says the more the real facts are known, 
the less feeling will exist against the 
system of free labour in the British West 
Indian Colonies. I never heard that a 
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feeling exists against free labour in any 
part of the world. But will Mr. Ohlsen 
venture to affirm that labour under inden- 
tures, the conditions of which are entered 

inst the labourer by the criminal law, is 
free labour? All immigrants are under in- 
dentures on their arrival in the colony, 
and it is indentured labour alone that is 
involved in this question. I do therefore 
complain that Mr. Ohlsen should in the 
last line of his letter use words which are 
calculated to mislead the public into the 
notion that it is against free labour or free 
immigration that the opposition to the 
system now prevailing in India and De- 
merara is directed. 

I am, yours, &c., 
C. WINGFIELD. 


THE EVILS OF COOLIE IMMIGRA- 
TION AND THEIR REMEDY. 


Ir is very satisfactory to observe by the 
public papers that the subject of the Coolie 
traffic is obtaining an increased amount of 
public attention. We have long main- 
tained that many of the evils to which the 
system has given rise are to be traced to 
the contracts made with the immigrants in 
their native country. 

Immediately a native has signed a con- 
tract he is a bondsman, and is treated as 
such. He is no longer a free man, but 
becomes property, and is insurable, just as 
cattle and goods are insured. 

It is admitted on all hands that he does 
not understand these contracts, and no 
explanation can enable him to do so. 
Under such circumstances the contracts 
are fraudulent, and ought not to have any 
legal sanction in the country in which the 
labour is to be performed. Of course this 
would check the system, especially as 
regards those who are unsuitable, but the 
right sort of people would emigrate to 
those countries where they are really 
required. This is proved by an abundant 
emigration to the United States, where 
such contracts are altogether invalid. 

On this subject we cannot avoid quoting 
from an admirable letter which has ap- 
peared in the Times under the name of 
“VERITAS.” 

After exposing some of the many mis- 
takes that have been made, the writer 
says :— 

“Such is the existing state of things in the 
South seas and the Chinese alike; such, with 
slight modification in minor particulars, has 
been the slave-trade of Eastern Africa, which 
at the end of a long series of years only we 
have at last been shamed into an effort to stop. 
Why have all these horrors of kidnapping and 
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slavery been allowed to continue, year after 
year, without any real or honest effort on the 
part of civilised States to put a stop to them 
as effectually as by a united effort they stamped 
out piracy as soon as it was found to be incon- 
venient and injurious to commerce? Each 
nation in turn has seemed to say, ‘Am I my 
brother’s keeper?’ while deeds worthy of the 
bucaniers on the Spanish Main two centuries 
ago have been done in open day, and under 
every flag in succession, without a hand being 
raised to stop them or execute justice. Each 
in turn has had some interests to serve at the 
expense of all this wrong and suffering, and 
so the world has shut its eyes and looked the 
other way, while the man who had fallen 
among thieves was allowed to perish by the 


‘roadside without one good Samaritan to have 


pity upon him, and come io his rescue, though 
at his own cost. The United States of Ame- 
rica alone have taken any step to mark their 
honest disapproval by passing an Act of Con- 
gress, making it a penal offence to carry any 
indentured Chinese under their flag. Why 
does Great Britain not follow so good an ex- 
ample, and at least purge the country of all 
overt complicity with the acts of slavers and 
kidnappers? Were we to do this, and stop all 
shipment of coolies under contract from Hong- 
kong, we might then with clean hands seek 
the co-operation of all other European Powers 
to join in a common effort to stop slavery in 
every form on the high seas, by treating all 
ships found engaged in the traffic as pirates. 
In less than two years a slaver or a coolie ship 
would be quite as rare as a pirate.” 





Obituary Rotices. 





THE HONORABLE RICHARD HILL, OF 
SPANISH TOWN, JAMAICA. 


JAMAICA has recently lost two of its most 
remarkable men. One of them, the Hon. 
RicHarD Hit, was personally known by a 
few of our readers, and by honourable re- 

ort to many more. He was of mixed 

lool, born in Jamaica, but thoroughly 
and well educated in England; a man 
of singularly noble presence, of great re- 
finement and courtesy of manner, and one 
who carried the stamp of intellectual supe- 
riority and moral worth. When prejudice 
against colour was most rampant in his 
native island few would have ventured to 
question his claim to rank the equal of the 
noblest as a Christian gentleman. Mr, Hill 
was known as an ardent abolitionist when 
a young man, and made a most laborious 
tour through the island of St. Domingo, 
at the instance of the Anti-Slavery Society. 
In 1834, on the passing of the Abolition 
Act, he was appointed a Stipendiary Magis- 
trate in Jamaica, and for many years, resid- 
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ing at Spanish Town, he acted as Secretary 
totheStipendiary Magistrates’ Department. 
He was the trusted counsellor of the Gover- 
nor, The Marquis of Sligo, and hissuccessor, 
Sir Lionel Smith, and afterwards, for a short 
period, was a member of the Assembly, 
and subsequently of the Privy Council of 
the island. He received from the Colonial 
Office the offer of promotion in another 
colony, and, had his ambition been equal 
to his abilities, he might have risen high 
in the Colonial service ; but he shrank, 
perhaps unwisely, from a position which 
would have involved strife with still ram- 
pant abuses ; and preferred a comparatively 
obscure life, which afforded him the oppor- 
tunity of cultivating literature and science. 
In Natural History he was probably the 
most learned West Indian of his day, and 
is mentioned with distinction by Mr. Gosse 
and other writers. 
When the policy of “making things 
leasant” by ignoring abuses came into 
favour with our Colonial Office, Mr. Hill 
quietly retired from the front ranks as 
a Jamaica politician ; but to the last he 
faithfully discharged his duties as a police 
magistrate at Spanish Town, and exercised 
throughout a long life, which reached the 
ripe age of 77,a silent unostentatious in- 
fluence for good, which it would be diffi- 
cult to over-estimate. 


WILLIAM SEWELL, ESQ., VALE ROYAL, 
JAMAICA, 


WituiaM SEWELL, Esq., the other 
deceased man of note, was, it is sup- 
osed, the wealthiest planter in Jamaica. 
Fre was born in Cumberland about 
1801 ; went to Jamaica at an early 
age in the humble capacity of a book- 
keeper, and rose by integrity, indus- 
try, and kindliness of disposition, to the 
very foremost place among the proprietors of 
the island. Instead of writing trom our own 
comparatively slight personal knowledge of 
Mr. Sewell, we will give a few particulars 
from a tribute paid to his memory by his 
friend and neighbour, the Rev. J. Milne, of 
the London Missionary Society : “ Straight- 
forward honesty formed the basis of his 
character. He eschewed all crooked ways 
and underhand dealing ; and hence, when 
comparatively a poor man, the confidence 
inspired by his uprightness of character 
enabled him always to command the use 
of money. Nor was he less just in his 
dealings with the labouring classes. Fair 
wages and prompt payment was his rule 
on all his properties, which, along with 
kind treatment of the labourers, he en- 
forced on all his managers. His money 
circulated weekly through many families 
and supported thousands. He felt an in- 


terest in the comfort and improvement of | 
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the labouring classes, sympathised with 
their trials, and helped them in their dis- 
tresses, and it afforded him genuine satis- 
faction to see any of them raising them- 
selves in social status by industry and 
integrity. He was simpleand frugal, though 
never mean, in his mode of living. His 
charities were unostentatious, but widely 
distributed. Himself a member of the 
Church of England, the churches of various 
denominations in the neighbourhood par- 
ticipated in his gifts. He was for many 
years an invalid, whose life was prolonged 
only by the greatest prudence and care. 
This affliction was sanctified to him. He 
was a diligent reader of his Bible; felt 
that wealth could do nothing for his soul ; 
and was thankful for the sympathy and 
counsel of any Christian friend who would 
read to or pray with him. The hymn 
‘Just as I am,’ &c. afforded him great com- 
fort. He was conscious to the last, and he 
died October 7th, with the prayer on his 
lips, ‘God be merciful to me a sinner.’” 

Mr. Sewell at the time of his death was 
the proprietor of seven fine sugar estates, 
and six extensive pens or cattle farms, and 
had an income of many thousands a year. 
Had he been merely a commonplace in- 
stance of a man rising from the ranks to: 
position and wealth, we should not have 
noticed his death, but we wished to point 
the moral of the narrative. At the time 
of the abolition of slavery Mr. Sewell 
was an unknown poor man, an overseer. 
Whilethegreat majority of Jamaica planters 
during the following thirty years were 
steadil going down, he was steadily rising ; 
and that simply by the exercise of plain 
good sense, integrity, and just and kindly 
dealing with the labouring classes. The 
same homely qualities and simple virtues 
generally evinced would have saved the 
colony from distress, and would have 
effectually prevented the occurrence of 
such events as those of October, 1865, at 
Morant Bay. The great need of Jamaica 
was and to some extent still is—common 
honesty, common sense, and fair and kindly 
dealing with the labouring classes. 


ROBERT CHARLETON, ESQ. 


Tue Committee deeply grieve to record 
the loss by death of two beloved colleagues, 
Mr. Robert Charleton and Mr. Thomas 
Binns. Mr. R. Charleton, until very near 
the end of his most useful life, was a wise 
and sympathising adviser and a most libe- 
ral contributor in all efforts for the succour 
and release of the enslaved, or the advance- 
ment of the emancipated. With him this 
has been a lifework, and yet his large heart 
and calm but fervent energy of character 
found scope for equal devotion to the cause 
of peace, of temperance, of education, of 
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purity of morals, and every other good 
work within his reach to do or to aid. His 
ecuniary means were considerable, and 
ew or none have exemplified more fully 
the idea of Christian stewardship. As a 
speaker, he was simple, but very impressive. 
What he uttered came from the heart, and 
went to the hearts of his hearers. Few will 
be more greatly mourned, and we can but 
desire that the mantle of his Christ-like 
spirit and life may descend as a rich inhe- 
ritance on the younger men who have 
shared and admired his influence and 
example. Mr. Charleton died on the 5th 
of December, 1872, leaving a widow and 
one son, about twelve years of age. 


THOMAS BINNS, ESQ. 


Mr. THomaAs Binns, who died on the 4th 
of December, aged seventy-three years, has 
loug been withdrawn by declining health 
from active participation in our work. Not 
the less do we owe a tribute of grateful 
appreciation for invaluable help in past 
years. He was for many years Principal 
of Grove House School, Tottenham, which 
he raised to a high reputation. One of 
his —— is now a Cabinet Minister, and 
several are Members of Parliament. After 
his retirement from Grove House, Mr. 
Binns continued to reside for some years 
at Tottenham, and gave to our Committee 
and to other Societies his valuable co- 
operation. He was a man of calm, inde- 
pendent, open mind, and great clearness of 
thought; a firm, wise, and safe counsellor; 
and a man of truly Christian spirit. 








PUBLIC MEETINGS. 


THE MANSION HOUSE, LONDON. 


On Monday, November 4th, a large and 
highly influential public meeting of citizens 
of London, convened by the Lord Mayor, 
was held in the Egyptian Hall of the Man- 
sion House, with a view to aid in the entire 
suppression of the Slave-trade on the East 
Coast of Africa. The Lorp Mayor took 
the chair at one o’clock, and was supported 
by the wry: of Winchester, the Bishop of 
London, the Bishop of Rochester, the Earl 
Harrowby, Sir Bartle Frere, Lord Campbell, 
Lord Lawrence, Bishop Claughton, Mr. 
H. M. Stanley, Archdeacon Sinclair, Mr. 
Otway, M.P., Mr. Kirkman Hodgson, M.P., 
Mr. Charles Reed, M.P., Major-General 
Burrows, Count Sir Paul de Strzelecki, 
the Rev. Dr. Oswald Dykes, the Rev. Ro- 
bert Moffat (father-in-law of Dr. Living- 
stone), Mr. Arthur Kinnaird, M.P., Mr. 
Charles Gilpin, M.P., Alderman Sir Thomas 
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Dakin, Dr. Currey (Master of the Charter- 
house), Mr. Alderman Lawrence, M.P., 
Alderman Sir James Lawrence, M.P., Mr. 
Andrew Johnston, M.P., Mr. T. B. Smithies, 
Mr. J. Hutchinson, Dr. Mullens, Mr. C. 
Sturge, and others. The Baroness Bur- 
dett-Coutts, accompanied by the Lady 
Mayoress and the Misses Gibbons, her 
daughters, had seats assigned them in the 
immediate vicinity of the platform. 

The Lorp Mayor having addressed the 
meeting on the East African slave-trade, 
and also on the Polynesian kidnapping, 
spoke in high terms of commendation of 
the appointment of Sir Bartle Frere, as Her 
Majesty’s Plenipotentiary to the Sultan 
of Zanzibar, to suppress the slave-trade in 
East Africa. 

The Bishop oF WINCHESTER moved, 
and Mr. KirkMAN Hopason, M.P, seconded, 
the first resolution, viz.— 

“That the same imperative duty which 
rested on Great Britain to suppress the West 
African slave-trade, binds her to the suppres- 
sion of that on the East Coast.” 


Mr. H. M. Stan.ey moved, and BisHop 
CLauGHTON seconded, the next resolu- 
tion— 

“That all who desire to promote the abolition 
of the East African slave-trade should make 
its enormities as widely known as possible.” 


Lorp Harrowpy proposed, and Mr. 
Otway, M.P., seconded, the third resolu- 
tion— 

“That this meeting pledges itself to promote 
by all constitutional means the abolition of the 
East African slave-trade, and rejoices in the 
recent appointment by the Government of the 
special mission which has for its end this great 
object.” 

Sir Barrie Frere addressed the meet- 
ing. After referring to the treaty made 
with the Sultan of Zanzibar, he remarked 
that the question arose what might be 
done in London and in England while he 
and the expedition were absent. He re- 
marked— 


“KEEP UP THE PRESSURE.” 


While we are absent on this mission I 
trust you in this city will keep up the 
pressure upon us to do our duty; that 
you will take care that the public attention 
does not flag on this subject, and to call us 
all to a close account as to what we have 
done with the means placed at our disposal. 


CHURCHES MUST PLANT COLONIES ON THE 
COAST. 


There is another matter to which allusion 
was made by the Lord Bishop of Win- 
chester, and which cannot be too much im- 
pressed upon you, and that is, that we 
should each in our several sections of the 
great Christian Church exert ourselves to do 
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what we can to plant Christian colonies on 
the coast. I believe it is from such nuclei 
that not only Christian truth, but civilisa- 
tion and freedom will spread throughout 
Africa. All testimony tells us that, docile, 
and in many respects tractable, as the 
African people are, they are far behind in 
the general arts of life and in the practice 
of civilisation. You can place Christian 
men on that coast who may in time become 
centres of civilisation as well as of freedom 
and Christianity. This is all the more im- 
portant, because we are ever hoping that 
there, as here, it may be sufficient to attend 
to the moral training of the people ; but I 
am quite certain that morality and in- 
dustry may go hand-in-hand ; and although 
I do not venture here to enlarge on this 
topic, I believe from all the testimony I 
hear that you cannot do better than enable 
your missionaries to become also centres of 
industrial improvement. (Cheers.) 


DUTY TO DR. LIVINGSTONE AND HIS 
CHILDREN. 


There is, lastly, one topic which I feel 
can never escape the memory of the people 
of London. You are sending out repre- 
sentatives on a mission to Africa ; but we 
must never forget that we have already 
there in the centre of Africa a man who is 
one of the best representatives of England 
and of Englishmen. (Cheers.) Dr. Living- 
stone is not only Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul 
for the tribes of Central Africa, but is also a 
representative Englishman who has shown 
them the best features of the Anglo-Saxon 
character. (Cheers.) We must never forget 
that, although Dr. Livingstone is in the 
centre of Africa, we have in this country 
those who are most precious to him; and 
you will look on his children as the chil- 
dren of the nation. (Cheers.) I am sure 
you will never allow him to come back to 
this country to feel that those most dear 
to him have escaped your memory while 
he was away. (Renewed cheers.) 

BisHor Ryan moved, the Rev. Horace 
WALLER seconded, and Lorp LAWRENCE 
supported, the fourth resolution— 


“That it is desirable that petitions to Par- 
liament be presented in all parts of the caun- 
try, and that the Right Honorable the Lord 
Mayor be requested to forward a copy of the 
resolutions passed at this meeting to Her 
Majesty’s Government.” 


MANCHESTER. 


Manchester has done well. On Thurs- 
day, October 24, a preliminary meeting 
was held, to consider what action should 
be taken in reference to the slave-trade 
and slavery. THomas CLEeG, Esq. was 
called to the chair. Messrs. J. P. Fitz- 








ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 117 


gerald, J.P., and A. Simpson were re- 
quested to act as secretaries. It was 
resolved that those present should form 
themselves into an Auxiliary Committee 
to the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, and that a public meeting should 
at once be called on the subject of the slave- 
trade and slavery. 

A public meeting, accordingly, on these 
subjects, was held in the Manchester 
Town Hall, on Tuesday evening, No- 
vember 12. The hall was crowded. 
On the motion of the Venerable Arch- 
deacon Anson, Mr. HueH Brrtey, M.P., 
was called to the chair. Among those on 
the platform were the Right Rev. the 
Bishop of Salford, the Venerable Arch- 
deacon Anson, the Very Rev. Canon Toole, 
Rey. A. J. Bray, Rev. Joseph Hargreaves, 
Mr. J. P. Fitzgerald, Miss Lydia E. 
Becker, &c. The Secretary, Mr. A. Simp- 
son, intimated that letters of apology had 
been received from the Mayor of Man- 
chester ; Sir Thomas Bazley, M.P.; Mr. 
Jacob Bright, M.P.; Mr. C. E. Cawley, 
M.P.; Mr. W. T. Charley, M.P.; Mr. 
George Hadfield, M.P.; Rev. Dr. M‘Ker- 
row; Rev. S. A. Steinthal ; Rev. Joseph 
Corbett ; Rev. J. A. Macfadyen, M.A.; Rev. 
Brooke Herford; Mr. Oliver Heywood; 
Mr. W. R. Callender ; Mr. Richard Ha- 
worth, and others. Sir Thomas Bazley 
wrote : “I am sorry to be unable to attend 
the proposed Anti-Slavery meeting on the 
12th instant. The horrors of the captures 
to which you refer are disgraceful to our 
age and country. In my opinion Great 
Britain, the United States, Russia, Prussia, 
Austria, France, and Italy ought to enter 
into treaty obligations to suppress this 
slave-trade.” 

The CHarrMAN, after stating the object 
of the meeting, expressed his satisfaction 
that the Foreign Office had sent out a 
commissioner to those parts of Africa 
where this slave-trade had its head- 
quarters, in order to bring to bear the 
weight of the authority of the British 
Government towards its suppression. But 
it must be their part not to rest satisfied 
with what the Government had done or 
might do—not to be satisfied with express- 
ing in general terms their abhorrence of 
the atrocities of the slave-trade, of which 
they had lately heard so much through the 
explorations cf Livingstone — (applause)— 
and other men whose names were well 
known ; but they they must doall in their 
power to strengthen -the hands of the 
Government in this most important under- 
taking. About a hundred years ago the 
same question was before the English 
people, and it was by the personal exer- 
tions, not of the Government, but of such 
men as Wilberforce and Clarkson, that the 
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atrocities of slavery were abolished as far 
as concerned our country. 
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| that nothing but indisposition detained 


Certainly on | 


the West Coast of Africa there was reason | 


to believe that the slave-trade was well- 
nigh extinct But it was as true now as it 
ever was that elsewhere the dark places of the 
earth are full of cruelty, which are perhaps 
hardly to be equalled in the dark ages of the 
world, This was a lesson to them that they 
must never relax their labours, but they 
must always be ready to contend for the 
abolition of the slave-trade. Manchester 
had special responsibilities in this matter ; 
and where the influences of commerce were 
carried there should also be carried the 
influence of the highest civilisation and of 
common Christianity. (Applause.) 

The Revds. Horace Waller, C. New, B. 
Millard, the deputation from the British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, the 
Ven. Archdeacon Anson, the Rev. J. Har- 
greaves, T. A. Stowell, A. J. Bray, W. 
Doyle, and others, addressed the meeting, 
which passed resolutions unanimously on 
the slave-trade and slavery, and also 
pomery requesting the Government and 
the House of Commons to secure the 
destruction of the slave-trade and slavery 
everywhere. 





YORK. 


On Wednesday evening, the 13th No- 
vember, a large and crowded public meet- 
ing was held in the Corn Exchange in this 
city, to aid in suppressing the slave-trade 
and slavery. Among a very large number 
of gentlemen on the platform we noticed 
the Hon. and Very Rev. the Dean of York, 
who presided; the Lord Mayor (HH. Steward, 
Esq.); the Rev. C. Rose, William Gray, 
Esq., the Under-Sheriff of the County; the 
Rev. H. Downes (of the Methodist New 
Connexion) ; John Holthy, Esq. (Wes- 
leyan) ; the Rev. E. D. Green (of the 
Methodist Free Church) ; Mr. Alderman 
Rowntree ; Mr. J. Kitchin, M.D. ; Samuel 
North, Esq. ; and J. 8. Rowntree, Esq. 

The CHAIRMAN, in opening the pro- 
ceedings, said he had received several 
letters from influential persons, each of 
whom expressed his deep regret at being 
unable to attend this important meeting. 
His Grace the Archbishop of York had 
written stating that he deeply regretted 
that many standing diocesan engagements 
prevented his being present amongst them 
that evening, and not only this, but the 
Archbishop regretted that he was unable 
to lift up his voice and express his senti- 
ments as to that cause with which they all 


deeply sympathised. (Applause.) The 
Dean said he had also a few minutes 
before received a letter from their 


respected member, Mr. Leeman, saying 
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him at Scarborough. The Rev. J. 
Kenrick, the Rev. G. Vance Smith, and 
others, had also written regretting that 
circumstances necessitated their absence. 
The Chairman, in the next place, expressed 
himself as deeply honoured and compli- 
mented in being asked to preside over that 
large and influential meeting on such an 
important subject. It recalled to his re- 
coeian events of bygone days — events 
in which the county of York took no small 
nor unimportant part. (Applause.) They 
had met together that evening once more 
to express sentiments loved by their fathers, 
and to raise their hands and voices against 
all the horrors of foreign slavery. (Ap- 
plause.) He felt assured there was no one 
who would not heartily rejoice that the 
metropolitan city of the north had so 
closely followed the example set them on 
this subject by the metropolitan city of 
the south. (Hear, hear.) He sincerely 
trusted, and in the sentiment all present 
would concur, that the example would be 
speedily followed by every provincial town 
in England, (Applause.) He could not 
refrain from expressing his sincere con- 
gratulation that on such an occasion and 
such a subject, they met under no party 
feelings. (Applause.) Why was it no 
party question? Because it was an out- 
rage on humanity, and every one endowed 
with the slightest feelings of humanity 
could not contemplate the question without 
emotion. But if (said the Dean) this is 
not a party question, I think I may say 
it is a Yorkshire question, (Applause.) 
Many of them were old enough to remem- 
ber that the county of York was moved 
throughout its entire extent in favour of 
the abolition of that horrible system of 
slavery. He need not recall to their recol- 
lection the days when Henry Brougham 
—(applause)—in the Castle-yard electrified 
the whole county of York. He need not 
remind them of others, contemporaries of 
those great men who, one and all, advocated 
the abolition of colonial slavery. He need 
not tell them that there was one older than 
Henry Brougham— William Wilberforce— 
(applause)—who, in the beginning of this 
century, was amongst the first to raise the 
question of negro slavery, and call upon 
his fellow-Christians and fellow-country- 
men to put their shoulders to the wheel to 
help the Government to put down that 
monster evil. It did not matter whether 
they were marshalled under a blue or a 
ain banner, they were one and all 
united in the determination to get rid of 
that outrage to humanity ; and as far as 
one coast of Africa was concerned, he (the 
Chairman) was happy to say that England 
and Englishmen had succeeded, (Ap- 
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eens Let them hope that under the 
lessing of Almighty God, and with humble 
prayer for His assistance on the present oc- 
casion, as they had been successful in one 
part of the world, they might now be suc- 
cessful in another, and if they had put down 
negro slavery on the Western Coast of 
Africa, they might believe that they should 
be blessed in their efforts, and that they 
should be able to abolish negro slavery on 
the Eastern Coast of that continent as well. 
a gt 

he following resolutions were unani- 
mously passed at this meeting :— 


“J. That having heard with deep regret of 
the existence and wide-spread extent of the 
slave-trade on the East Coast of Africa, atten- 
dant as it is with indescribable horrors, this 
meeting highly approves of the action of Her 
Majesty's Government in sending out Sir 
Bartle Frere to Zanzibar to concert measures 
for the suppression of the traffic ; and in view 
of the fact that the Eastern African slave-trade 
is mainly caused by the demand for slaves in 
Mahommedan countries, this meeting trusts 
that continued representations will be made to 
the rulers of Turkey, Egypt, Persia, &c., to 
induce them to carry out in good faith their 
existing treaties with this country for the sup- 
pression of the slave-trade.” 

y “II. That the so-called labour-traffic in the 
South Pacific Ocean carried on by British sub- 


jects deeply compromises the character of this 


country, and the extinction of this new and 
horrid form of the slave-trade is loudly de- 
manded by every feeling of honour and hu- 
manity.” 

“TII. That a copy of these resolutions be 
signed by the Chairman, and be forwarded to 
Earl Granville, K.G., at the Foreign Office, and 
that copies be sent to the local members.” 





NEWCASTLE. 


A public meeting was held on Thursday 
evening, November 14, in the Lecture 
Room, Neweastle, to protest against the 
revival of the slave-trade in South Africa. 
There was a large and respectable audience 
resent on the occasion, including many 
adies, and all paid the greatest attention 
to the thrilling incidents which were nar- 
rated. The chair was occupied by Mr. 
Richard Cail, Mayor of Newcastle, and 
supporting him on the — were the 
Rev. Horace Waller (late missionary in 
East Africa, and companion of Dr. Living- 
stone) and the Rev. Benjamin Millard (late 
missionary in the West Indies), who at- 
tended as a deputation from the British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society ; M. Des 
Noyers, French Vice-Consul ; the Rev. E. O. 
Tregeiles, Shotley Bridge ; Mr. Ald. Pollard, 
Dr. J. C. Bruce, Mr. Henry Clapham, the 
Rev. Robt. Brown, Mr. Jos. Procter, Mr. 
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| James Clephan, the Rev. James Mursell, 


Baptist Minister ; the Rev. J. Woodhouse, 
Vicar of Bykes, the Rev. Robert Brown of 
Erskine Church ; Hugh Lee Pattison, Fsq. 
(of the Walker Chemical Company) ; Mr. 
Richardson, Mr. Swan, and other gentle- 
men. 

Letters of apology for non-attendance 
had been received from Mr. W. S. Daglish, 
the Sheriff of Newcastle; Mr. R. R. Red- 
mayne, Gateshead ; and the Rev. H. J. 
Martin, Vicar of Newcastle. The latter 
gentleman, in a lengthy note, said the 
object of the meeting had his very warmest 
sympathy, and he trusted the meeting 
would not separate without coming to a 
unanimous and hearty determination to use 
every effort to extinguish the slave-trade 
and slavery everywhere. (Applause.) 

The CHAIRMAN, in commencing the pro- 
ceedings, said he felt truly sorry that it 
was necessary for a meeting of that kind 
to be held in Newcastle. He had hoped 
that slavery had so far incurred the 
a acu of the world that it 
would never have dared to rear its 
head again in the way it had in Africa. 
The dealing in human beings was so 
abhorrent to every well regulated mind 
that he could not understand how any 
person could persistently embark in a trade 
of so infamous a nature. (Hear, hear.) 
It was most shocking to hear the accounts 
of the condition of the poor slaves, and it 
was very desirable to put an end to the bar- 
barous traffic. The parties who practised 
slave-dealing were entirely wrong as to its 
economy. He was convinced that slave- 
labour could not be the cheapest way of 
doing work, because that could only be 
done properly and efficiently by willing 
hands. No persons could engage in a traffic 
of so abominable a character without being 
sadly debased themselves, and the best 
interests of the dealers and the poor slaves 
would be served by totally exterminating 
the system of slavery. (Applause.) 

The Rev. HoracE WALLER moved, and 
the Rev. B. MrLuarD seconded, the first 
resolution, as follows :— 


“That this meeting has learned with most 
profound regret of the existence of the slave- 
trade on a large scale in Eastern Africa; that 
in the South Sea Islands what has been 
called the labour-traffic is in reality a modern 
slave-trade, accompanied with the most fright- 
ful outrages; and that, notwithstanding our 
solemn treaties with Spain, and large payments 
to her, slavery is still perpetuated in Cuba.” 


Mr. H. CLapHam proposed the next re- 
solution, which was seconded by the Rev. 
J. MURSELL :— 


“ That this meeting would respectfully urge 
upon Her Majesty’s Government to take steps 
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for the prompt abrogation of all treaties which 
may seem in any degree to sanction the slave- 
trade, and to adopt measures, in concert with 
other civilised and Christian nations, for the 
total suppression of this traffic throughout the 
world.” . 


Dr. Bruce next proposed, and Mr. J. 
CLEPHAN seconded— 


“That a copy of these resolutions be sent to 
the members of Parliament for the counties of 
Northumberland and Durham, and for the 
boroughs therein, with an earnest request to 
use their utmost influence with the Govern- 
ment and the House to carry out the object 
specified.” 


On the question of expenditure of money 
to suppress the slave-trade, the Rev. 
JAMES MuvRSELL observed —They had 
heard a great deal concerning the vast ex- 
penditure of money which a — of 
the slave-trade would entaily Well, now, he 
did not know how much it would cost ; but 
still he hoped the English were the same 
Le 9 as those who, once before, had so 
willingly and gladly spent their millions 
to set the poor slaves free. (Applause.) It 
was one of those cases, as it seemed to him, 
where extravagance was economy ; and as 
such it ought not to be disregarded. He 
hoped the people would announce through 
their counties and towns—in tones which 
could not be mistaken—that, no matter 
what it costs, no matter what the means, 
the system must at once be abolished. Let 
England only say this, and they knew that 
the time of doing it would not be far off. 
(Loud applause.) 





LEEDS. 


A public meeting was held on Frida 
evening, November 15, in the Albert Hall, 
Mechanics’ Institute, to protest against the 
slave-trade and slavery. There was a large 
and respectable audience, including many 
ladies, and all paid the greatest interest to 
the incidents narrated. On the platform 
were the Mayor, Ald. Oxley (who pre- 
sided) ; the Right Rev. Bishop Ryan, late 
of Mauritius ; Rev. C. New, interpreter to 
the Livingstone Search Expedition, and 
for many years a missionary in East Africa ; 
Rev. B. Millard, late of Jamaica, Secretary 
of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society ; Ald. Carter, M.P. ; Ald. Tatham ; 
Rev. Canon Woodford, Vicar; Rev. E. 
Jackson; Rev. J. Blomefield ; Rev. E. R. 
Conder ; Rev. R. Harris, Mr. J. Jowitt, 
Mr. J. Kitson, Mr. J. Conyers, Mr. J. 
Lupton, Mr. T. R. Clarke, Mr. T. Harvey, 
Mr. E. M. Baines, Mr. W. Beckworth, Mr. 
J. Whiting, Mr. W. Bruce (Stipendiary 
Magistrate), Mr. J. Thornton ( Magistrates’ 
Clerk), Mr. E. Atkinson, &c. : 
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The Rev. E. Jackson read letters of 
apology from Lord Houghton, Mr. Baines, 

.P., Mr. Wheelhouse, M.P., Ald. Joy, 
Ald. Barran, Mr. W. B. Denison, Mr. J. 
Marshall, and Mr. F. Baines. 

The Mayor, in briefly opening the 
proceedings, said it was very gratifying 
to him to attend the first public meeting 
in his mayoralty held in the town to 
alleviate the suffering of their fellow- 
creatures. (Applause.) At the same 
time he deeply regretted that in this en- 
lightened age they should have occasion 
to meet upon such a question; as they 
had all hoped that the horrid system of 
slavery had been completely buried. (Hear, 
hear, and applause.) It appeared, however, 
that such was not the case, and therefore it 
behoved them, one and all, to lift their 
voices for its entire suppression. (Loud 
applause.) 

ishop RYAN (who laboured for thirteen 
years in the Mauritius) proposed, Mr. J. 
JowiTt seconded, and the Rev. C. New, 
deputation from the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society, supported, the follow- 
ing resolution :— 


“This meeting has rejoiced to learn that 
Her Majesty’s Government have sent an ex- 
perienced and able Plenipotentiary to Zanzibar, 
to concert measures for the suppression of the 
slave-trade, a movement which cannot fail to 
be warmly approved by the country at large; 
and that as the principal cause of this inhuman 
traffic is the demand for slaves in Mahommedan 
countries, this meeting would respectfully 
solicit Her Majesty’s Government to urge the 
rulers of Turkey and Egypt to carry into effect, 
in good faith, their existing treaties with Great 
Britain for the supression of the slave-trade ; 
and would also entreat Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to employ all proper and available in- 
fluence with Persia to secure a like result.” 


The Rev. Canon WooprorD moved, 
and Mr. J. Kitson seconded, the next 
resolution, viz. :— 


“The honour and humanity of Great Britain 
are deeply compromised by the so-called 
‘ labour-traffic’ in the South Pacific Ocean, a 
new and horrid form of slave-trade, in which 
British subjects, and the British flag, are im- 
plicated; and this meeting earnestly entreats 
Her Majesty’s Government to propose the 
total prohibition of this traffic by Parliament.” 


Alderman Carter, M.P., proposed, and 
the Rev. B. Miuiarp, Secretary of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 
seconded, the third resolution :— 


“This meeting would most respectfully urge 
Her Majesty’s Government to remonstrate, 
in decided terms, with the Government of Spain 
against the continuance of slavery in Cuba and 
Porto Rico, not only on the ground of 
humanity and of the common interest of 
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Christian nations in the abolition of the slave- 
trade and slavery, but on the further and 
special ground that vast numbers, if not the 
whole, of the slaves now existing in those 
islands have been brought into that condition 
in violation of treaties between Spain and 
Great Britain ; and also because it appears, on 
high Spanish authority, that the abolition 
of slavery would greatly conduce to bring to 
an end the sanguinary civil war which has so 
long raged in Cuba.” 


Mr. Carter remarked : On hearing the 
preceding resolutions read, he was some- 
what startled at their tone; as they seemed 
to imply that if reasonable efforts on the 

art of the Government were of no avail, 
orce must be used. He did not know that 
he was quite prepared to go as far as that. 
Government, without much difficulty and 
without much force, could put it down at 
Zanzibar. But what would they do with 
respect to Spain? If that country would 
not abide by the treaty, would they use force? 
Without pledging himself to go so far, he 
would have the Government to use all its 
influence ; and in the present disturbed 
condition of that country, he believed they 
would succeed. He did not believe that 
the Government were thoroughly in earnest 
on the question of slavery. Mr. Gilpin 
and others had made admirable speeches 
on behalf of its abolition, but they had 
been very lightly treated, the reply being 
that the reports respecting slavery were ex- 
aggerated. He believed there was a feeling 
in the breasts of the great body of English- 
men that slavery should be put down— 
{applause)—and if this was only shown, 
Government would soon be moved. Gene- 
rally, when this question was discussed in 
Parliament, not more than a dozen or a 
score of members were present. If they 
called meetings throughout the country, 
their members would begin to see that 
they were in earnest, and they would then 
give the subject the consideration it de- 
served. He, for one, would feel it his duty 
to give the matter his best support, and 
would do his utmost to free the slave, no 
matter to what clime he belonged. (Loud 
re) 
he fourth resolution called upon the 
members for the borough, and for this 
division of the Riding, to use their influence 
in Parliament to give effect to the preceding 
resolutions ; and empowered the Chairman 
to forward a memorial to the Prime 
Minister expressing the views of the 
meeting. 

The whole of the resolutions were unani- 
mously carried, amid loud applause. 

A vote of thanks to His Worship for 
presiding at the meeting was proposed by 
the Rev. E. Jackson, and seconded by T. 
Harvey, Esq., and carried by applause. 
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SHEFFIELD. 


A crowded meeting was held on De- 
cember 10th, in the Music Hall, Surrey 
Street, to consider the subject of the 
Slave-trade in East Africa, the Polynesian 
Kidnapping, and Slavery in the Spanish 
colonies, and elsewhere. 

There were present the Rev. C. New 
and the Rev. B. Millard, deputation from 
the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society ; The Revs. Dr. Sale, S. Earnshaw, 
E. Newman, G. Sandford (Church of 
England); Dr. Stacey, President of Ran- 
more College; D. Loxton, H. G. Rhyder 
(Independent); Robt. Bushell, R. Chew, 
Samuel Chester (United Methodist); J. 
Lyth (Wesleyan) ; G. Hester (Baptist); Dr. 
Webster, United States Consul ; Council- 
lors Hatfield, J. W. Pye-Smith, A. Allott, 
and W. J. Clegg ; Messrs. S. Roberts, J.P., 
D. Doncaster, 8S. Wardlaw, C. Wardlaw, 
C. Doncaster, H. J. Wilson, Isaac Milner, 
W. Hargreaves, J. H. Barber, &c. &e. 

Letters were received from gentlemen 
who could not attend, but who expressed 
their sympathy with the objects of the 
meeting. Among others from John Fair- 
burn, Esq., the Mayor; Sir John Brown, 
The Rev. Canon Samuel Walshaw (Roman 
Catholic) ; The Rev. J. Calvert (Indepen- 
dent); Mr. J. E. Davie, the Stipendiary 
Magistrate; The Rev. W. Milton (Church 
of England); Wm. Bragge, Esq., and 
Alderman Webster, &c. &c. 

Mr BarBER opened the proceedings of 
the meeting by reading the Mayor's note, 
stating that — public business had 
suddenly called him away, and expressing 
his thorough sympathy with the objects of 
the meeting. Under these circumstances 
he proposed that the Rev. Canon~ Sale 
should take the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN expressed his regret at 
the unavoidable absence of the Mayor, and 
in an impressive manner expressed his 
abhorrence of the slave-trade and slavery. 
He recollected the struggle that took place 
to destroy slavery in our own colonies, and 
was grieved to know that the trade in 
human beings is still carried on to a large 
extent. The meeting had been called to 
hear from the deputation statements res- 
pecting the slave-trade and slavery, and 
he was sure the meeting would cordially 
unite in an effort to destroy these evils. 
He read letters from two or three gentle- 
men. Mr. Mundella, the member, wrote 
as follows :— 


* Reform Club, Pall Mall, 8.W., 
* 29th November, 1872. 
** My dear Mr. Barber,—I should certainly 
have made a point of attending the Anti- 
Slavery Meeting on the 10th prox. had I not 
already engaged to speak at the meeting for 
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raising a fund for the agricultural labourers, to 
be held in Exeter Hall the same evening. I 
am doubtful whether I can be excused; but I 
will enquire, and if I can, will let you know. 
I should like to be with you on such an occa- 
sion, for I feel very strongly on the subject, and 
I think there is a good deal to be done in 
respect to it. We have not only to put down 
the direct kidnapping and selling of our fellow- 
creatures, which has revived of late years to a 
scandalous extent, but to stop the more insi- 
dious system of entrapping ignorant and half- 
civilised islanders into a bargaining away of 
their liberty, which is only slavery clothed 
with the mantle of hypocrisy. 

**T will come if I can ; although I am not at 
all sanguine that I shall be able to. 

‘* Faithfully yours, 
“A. J. MUNDELLA.” 


Resolutions were spoken to by the Rev. 
C. New, Mr. Samuel Roberts, and the Rev. 
E. Newman, expressive of satisfaction at 
the appointment of Sir Bartle Frere as 
Her Majesty’s Plenipotentiary to Zanzibar, 
to put down the East African Slave-trade, 
and urging upon the Government to insist 
that the rulers of Turkey, Egypt, &c. shall 
carry out their slave-trade treaties. The 
Rey. B. Millard, the Rev. G. Sanford, and 
Dr. Webster, spoke to the second resolu- 
tion, which condemned the Polynesian 
kidnapping system, and called upon the 
British Government to remonstrate in de- 
cided terms with the Spanish Government 
against the continuance of slavery in Cuba 
and Porto Rico. The third resolution, to 
request the members for the Borough and 
this division of the Riding to use their 
influence in Parliament to give effect to 
the preceding resolution, and that a me- 
morial be sent to the Prime Minister, was 
moved by the Rev. R. Chew, seconded by 
Mr. J. W. Pye-Smith, and supported by 
Rey. R. Bushell. 


DARLINGTON, 


On Wednesday evening, the 18th De- 
cember, a large and influential meeting 
was held in the Central Hall, Darlington, 
to protest against the Slave-trade and 
Slavery. Mr. Joseph Whitwell Pease, 
M.P., occupied the chair. To his right 
and left were Messrs, Henry Pease, H. K. 
Spark, D. Dale, Teasdale, the deputation 
(the Revs. Charles New and B. Millard), 
H. Fell Pease, S. Hare, and Rev. E. Boaden, 
&e. In the body of the Hall were, amongst 
others, Messrs. A. Pease, T. Fry, Rev. A. 
H. Hughes, Mr.W. Cudworth, Dr. Howison, 
Mr. J. T. Shewell, Ald. C. Ianson, Mr. J. 
Ianson, Ald. Kitching, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. 
Bell, Messrs. T. West, R. Walton, W. 
Harding, and C. Wigham. 

The CHAIRMAN assured the meeting of 
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his deep interest in the Anti-Slavery cause 
—<dwelt on the fearful extent of the East 
African slave-trade, and gave the assurance 
of his readiness to use his influence in his 
place in Parliament to suppress the slave- 
trade and slavery in every part of the 
world. 

The Revs. C. New and A. H. Hucues 
proposed the first resolution condemnatory 
of the East African slave-trade. Mr. H. 
K. Spark and the Rev. Mr Boaden (Free 
Methodist) offered a resolution calling upon 
the Government to suppress the Polynesian 
kidnapping ; and the Rev. B. Millard and 
Henry Pease, Esq., submitted a resolution 
asking the British Government to remon- 
strate in decided terms with the Madrid 
Cabinet against the continuance of slavery 
in the Spanish colonies. A fourth resolu- 
tion, to forward a memorial to the Prime 
Minister, was submitted by Mr. D. Dale, 
Teasdale, and Mr. J. Graham. 


SUNDERLAND. 


On Friday evening, December 20th, a 
ublic meeting was held in the Athenzeum, 
underland, on the subject of the Slave- 

trade, Spanish slavery, and Polynesian 
kidnapping. The attendance was very en- 
couraging, especially whenit is remembered 
that large numbers of those interested in 
the object of the meeting were attending a 
special service connected with the Church 
and Scottish missionary societies. Among 
others we observed, in addition to the 
deputation from the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society, the Revs. W. Shillito, 
W. Reid, A. Gilbert, E. Vickeredge, All- 
church, E. O. Parry, E. O. Tregelles, 
Aldermen Wilson and Elwin, Mr. John 
Hills, Mr. G. R. Booth, Mr. H. Wilson, 
Mr. Thomas Blair, Mr. W. Dixon, Mr. F. 
L. Kipley, Mr. 8. Wilson, Mr. Joshua 
Wilson, &c., &c. 

In the absence of the Mayor, who was 
prevented from attending, Mr. John Hills 
was requested to preside, and resolutions, 
similar to those adopted at Darlington, were 
submitted by the deputation, also by the 
Rev. A. Gilbert, W. Shillito, E. O. Tregelles, 
Vickeredge, Perry, and Dixon, and unani- 
mously carried. 





ADDRESS OF ABOLITIONISTS IN! 
FRANCE TO SENOR ZORILLA. 


THE following address, signed by the 
venerable Guizot and other eminent aboli- 
tionists in France, &c., has been forwarded 
through the kindness of the French Foreign 
Office to the President of the Spanish 
Cabinet :— 
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A Monstecr ZoriniaA, PRESIDENT DU 
ConseIL Drs MINIsTRES DE 8S. M. 
LE Rot D’ Espagne. 

MonSIEUR LE PRESIDENT,—Nous sous- 
signés, Membres du Bureau et de la Con- 
férence Internationale anti-esclavagiste, 
réunie 4 Paris en 1867, auxquels, aujourd’- 
hui d’autres amis de ’humanité viennent 
sassociés pour prcter leur concours & 
Youvre de labolition de lesclavage, voy- 
ons avec douleur que cette institution 
criminelle existe toujours dans les iles de 
Cuba et de Porto Rico. 

Lorsque, en 1868, le Gouvernement pro- 
visoire déclara le droit du peuple espagnol 
i la liberté politique, nous eftmes un 
instant Pespoir qwil reconnaitrait en méme 
temps le droit encore plus sacré des esclaves 
des colonies espagnoles 4 la liberté person- 
nelle, et que, suivant le noble exemple du 
Gouvernement provisoire de France en 
1848, l’émancipation immediate et absolue 
serait décrétée. 

Cette espérance ne fut pas réalisée, 
Toutefois nous ne nous attendions pas 4 ce 
que la nouvelle Constitution adoptée par 
les Cortes en 1869, ignorét complétement 
Vexistence del’esclavage, et que le gouverne- 
ment s’opposét constamment aux efforts du 
parti abolitionniste pour que justice fit 
faite i) la population esclave des Antilles 
espagnoles. 

Cependant, la grande majorité des Porto- 
Ricains réclament l’émancipation immé- 
diate. Il y a également dans Cuba un 
parti trés considérable en faveur de l’aboli- 
tion absolue de Vesclavage, sans compter 
les insurgés qui lont décrétée. Le peuple 
espagnol aussi demande depuis au moins 
cing ans, de la maniére la plus énergique, 
que son gouvernement abolisse lesclavage. 

Le Gouvernement espagnol, lui-méme, a 
reconnu la nécessité de trancher cette 
grande question de Témancipation des 
esclaves ; malgré cela, il a déclaré tout 
récemment encore, quil ne laborderait 
pas avant que l’insurrection de Cuba ne fut 
entitrement vaincue. Mais, admettant que 
cette déclaration ait, pour le gouvernement 
quelque peu de force & Tégard de Cuba, 
elle ne peut s’appliquer 4 Porto-Rico, car 
cette derniére ile, n’est pas en insurrection, 
Vautorité de la métropole y est reconnue et 
respectée ; et les colons ont aux Cortes des 
représentants pour y (défendre leurs in- 
téréts. 

Ce nest pas 4 nous dindiquer les ré- 
sultats probables dune décision aussi op- 
posce & la raison et d la justice qu’’ une 
sage politique. Nous venons done, nous, 


simples amis de ’humanit¢, demander au 

Jouvernement de décréter ’émancipation 
immédiate comme un acte de justice qui 
est df i la population esclave de ces deux 
iles. 
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Non-seulement ’humanité, la religion et 
une sage politique réclament de Espagne 
cet acte de justice, mais encore la gloire et 
Vhonneur de la nation y sont engagés, 

L’Espagne est la dernitre nation chré- 
tienne dont l’écusson soit souillé par les 
emblémes de Tesclavage. Effacer cette 
tache, n’est-il pas digne d’un grand et d’un 
supreme effort? L’homme d’Etat qui l’ac- 
complira acquerra pour lui une renommée 
impérissable, et pour son pays, une gloire 
qui ne s’effacera jamais. 

A vous, Monsieur le Président, d’entre- 
prendre cette tiche et de l’achever, 

Nous avons Phonneur, ete. 

GUIZOT, 

H. Martin, 

G. Monon, 

Jutius H. Wotzers, Utrecht, Presi- 
dent pour Hollande, 

Ep. LABoULAYE, 

BROGLIE, 

ED. DE PRESSENSE, 

JosePpH CoorEer, Londres, Vice-Pre- 
sident pour |’ Angleterre, 

L. A. CHAMEROVzoW, Secrétaire Ge- 
neral de la Conference. 


Paris, le 17 Decembre, 1872. 


TURKISH SLAVE-TRADE. 


GENERAL KIRKHAM, the English director 
of the forces of the King of Abyssinia, 
gives some startling information respecting 
the slave-tratlic carried on between the 
interior of Africa and the Turkish do- 
minions. He estimates the number of 
slaves annually carried off from Africa to 
the Arab and Turkish markets at 80,000 
to 90,000. 

These unhappy beings, who are taken 
away at ages ranging from 7 or 8 to 16 
years, are brought down from the centre 
of the continent and the region of the 
White Nile to Cassala, and are hurried on 
to the slave-market at Metemmeh, to be 
re-sold for shipment to Jedda, whence they 
are sent to Turkey by land. 

General Kirkham is unreservedly of 
opinion that the Khedive favours the slave- 
trade, whilst outwardly disavowing it. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS 
RECEIVED SINCE OUR LAST. 
Bassett, John D., Esq. (paid 


in April), Leighton Buzzard (sub.) £2 2 0 
Brewin, Thomas, Cirencester (sub.) 018 8 
Brown, Phebe, Luton .. (sub) 0 4 O 
Clark, Rev. John, Brown's 

Town, Jamaica ... eS ih ie 010 0 
Do. Collected at Brown’s 

Town and Bethany, Jamaica ,, 112 9 
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Clegg, Thomas, Esq. (per A. 


Simpson), Manchester ... (don.)£10 10 


Fitzgerald, John P., Esq., near 


Manchester (per A.Simpson) (don.) 5 
Do. do. ... (sub.) 


Grey, Joseph, Esq. (per H. 


Richardson), Newcastle ... (don.) 


1 
5 
(sub.) 1 
2 
] 


Matthews, William, Earls’ 
Colne oo les bet 
Richardson, Miss Jane, New- 
castle pen a oss 
Rowntree, Sarah, York . 
Rowntree, John S., York 


(don.) 
.. (sub.) 
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Salmon, Peter, Glasgow ... (don.) £0 
Sargant, T. W., London ... (sub.) 1 
Shewell, Joseph, Colchester me 0 
Suarez, Francisco de P., Lima, 


Peru (per Col. Macias)... (sub.) 0 10 
0 


Veale, William, St. Austell... _,, 
Veule, James Se as ® 0 
Veale, Richard OF 9 & 
Warton, W. H., Esq., Sydeniam 
Hill wee ~e be 
Wilson, H. J. and ©. C., Shef- 
field - na bbe 
Wise, Charles, London bee 
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ANTI-SLAVERY SPECIAL FUND, 1872. 


It is probably not generally known that the income of the Anti-Slavery Society from 
regular subscriptions is exceedingly small, and quite inadequate to meet the ordinary 
expenses. This being the case, and recent circumstances having in a remarkable manner 
indicated the necessity for increased exertions, an appeal for a Special Fund, to be called 
for as required, has been issued, to which the following friends of the cause have kindly 


and liberally responded. 
£ 


a 
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A Friend, near London. .300 
Robert Charleton ..210 
Thomas Harvey.. o-. 63 
J. W. Pease, M.P., an 


Brothers 4 20750 
Arthur Albright.. -. 80 
Edwin O. Tregelles .. 15 
John Cropper .. . 60 
Samuel Lloyd .. . 20 
Joseph Firt ‘e -» 50 
John D. Bassett.. -. 50 
Theodore Harris.. 5 
John Mounsey .. o. 25 
Henry Fell Pease 0 


-. § 
Chas. Lloyd Braithwaite 15 
Stafford Allen .. .. 50 
John Horniman.. _.. 50 
George Hadfield, M.P... 21 
Algernon Peckover . 21 
George Stacey Gibson .. 50 
Deborah Gibson .. -- 50 
John Jowitt .. om 
E. Jowitt.. oe -- 10 
E. M. Jowitt .. re 
Isaac Braithwaite -. 60 
Francis Bassett, M.P. .. 10 
Richard Fry _.. -. 50 
J. Remington Mills .. 60 
Joseph Gurney Barclay. .209 
Samuel Morley, M.P, ..100 
George Palmer .. ..100 
Henry Puase... ..100 
John Beaumont Pease . .100 
Richard Allen .. .-100 
William Ball _.. -. 50 
Joseph Storrs Fry .. 60 
Samuel Bowly .. ee 
T. C. Riley we -. 50 
F. J. Thompson.. -. 10 
John Edward Wilson .. 60 
Elizabeth G. Thomas .. 50 


William Peckover -. 50 
Anna Stephenson os ae 
Thomas Binns .. .. 20 
James King... .. 50 
Mary Anna Pease .. 5) 
William Bryant es Pe 
Theodore Fry .. -- 50 
John Hodgkin .. .. 10 


Sir T. F. Buxton oo 
Edward Backhouse ..100 
William B.Gibbins .. 50 
Margaret Gibbins .. 50 
Frederick Seebohm .. 10 
James Hack Tuke onl 
Caleb Kem oe eb 
G. B. Lioy .-100 
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Eliza Barclay 


Louisa Wright, and 


Niece 5s. 


John Priestman & Co. ui 


Francis E. Fox .. 
Walter Sturge .. 
Jane Sterry ee 
Thomas Wilson .. 
Lueretia Cadbury 


William Rathbone, M.P. 


Smith Harrison .. 
Arthur Lister .. 
Alfred Waterhouse 
Samuel Rosling .. 
Joseph Huntley.. 


Emma G. and Jane G. 


Pease .. aN 
Elizabeth Thwaite 
Francis Brown .. 
Robt. H. Penny .. 
William Rowntree 
Rachel Fowler 
Edward Birchall.. 
R. Reynolds Fox 
E. L. Birkbeck .. 
Joseph Jesper .. 
Frederick Wheeler 
Edward Fry 2° 
Alfred Ransom .. 
Edwerd Cropper. . 
Robert Were Fox 
Daniel P. Hack .. 
James Backhouse 
Eliza H. Hunt .. 
Ann Hunt 
Sarah Harris .. 
Samuel Southall. . 
Joshua Priestman 
Henry Hadwen .. 
W.J. Palmer... 
William Matthews 


Henry Brown, Rawden 
H. M. and R, Hopkins.. 


Richard Veale .. 
James Veale 
William Veale .. 
A Friend, York .. 
Elizabeth Nichol 
R. L. C. Bevan .. 
Frederick Crowley 
Sarah Mason. 
Jas. N. Richardson 
Alfred Rosling .. 
Francis Frith 
John Marsh 
Lydia Harris 


' W. H, Warton 


Robert Forster and Sisters10 
A Friend per John Mason 1 
Alfred Crowley .. oe & 
James Reckitt .. -. 10 
Hannah Sewell .. o & 
Edinburgh Ladies Society 
per Eliza Wigham .. 
James Spicer, J.P. .. 10 
A Friend, paid into Messrs. 
Barclay, Bevan, Tritton, 
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£8. d. 
-- 20 0 0 Danicl Doncaster ee 
Silvanus Thompson .. 2 
6 6 0 Elizabeth and C.Tweedy 5 
50 0 0 Edward Gripper .. 10 
56 0 0 Samuel King .. o §& 
-» 600 Josiah Hannam a 
- 10 00 Christiana A. Price .. 5& 
- 600 John Holdsworth «. 10 
6 00 E.and E. Richards .. 6 
10 6 0 Lydia Brown .. ‘ance 
20 0 0 Eliza Barclay (2nd don.) 10 
- 20 0 0 Robert Brewin .. < o 
50 0 0 William Brewin -. 10 
§ 0 0 William Ecroyd .. 30 
56 0 0 D. B. Hanbury .. .. 10 
A, and E. Taylor oo ® 
-- 10 0 0 Sarah Hotham .. yee 
-. 25 0 0 John Ford aa sone 
« 10 9 O Carolina Norton -- 15 
- 80 0 Anna Stephens .. ‘ole 
3 0 0 M. A. and H. Hewitson 50 
15 0 0 J. Messer Knight ee 20 
- 600 Jane M. Barclay.. -. 10 
-10 0 0 John Phillips .. ole 
. 20 0 0 | Henry Richardson, York 10 
-- 10 0 0 Lewis Fry * -. 26 
-» 5 0 © ) Rachael Forster..  .. 12 
- 5600 Sarah Rowntree.. -- 10 
- 600 Henry Harvey .. -. 30 
- 50 0 0 Charles Harvey .. -. 20 
-10 0 0 G Head Head, J.P. .. 25 
- 600 Katherine G. Pease ..100 
5 00 Elizabeth Holmes 2 
- 600 William Gray... a 
- 0 Thomas Lloyd .. -- 20 
o- 15 0 William Sutton .. ee 
3 0 Silvanus Stephens 3 
. 6 0 Mary Martindale oo 6 
: 0 Joseph Gripper .. ere 
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. § L. B. Armstrong fs 
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